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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Community,


Parents will have received today the 2023-24 School Fees Letter which details the 
tuition fees for the upcoming year. As we crafted next year’s budget, we found it 
instructive to turn to our WIS Principles for guidance. Specifically, the Sustainability 
Principle section is copied below. 

 

Dear parents, your timely re-registration indication will allow us to plan appropriately 
for the new school year. The online 2023-24 Re-registration Form must be 
completed by 8th May, 2023. Your reply by this date is required regardless of 
whether you plan to re-register, withdraw, or are uncertain at this time. 


Once again, thank you for your unwavering commitment to Windhoek International 
School and its values. Since 2012, our commitment to one another has been 
enshrined in our Administrative Code of Conduct, which serves as a WIS community 
membership commitment to our individual and collective behaviour, as we strive for 
a caring, open-minded, principled, and communicative community. In the coming 
year, we will review this Code of Conduct to further articulate how our principles and 
values inform the expectations we hold for one another. Together, we will continue 
to create a nurturing and inspiring environment for our students, empowering them 
to reach their full potential and make a positive impact on the world.

Sincerely,

Ethan Van Drunen


PRIMARY PRINCIPAL 

Dear WIS Community,


In last week’s Oryx I promised I would clarify 
what an effective literacy programme in an 
international school setting could look like. 
Please read on if you are interested in 
knowing what we are working towards as a 
school to make sure we give our students at 
WIS the best possible language and literacy 
learning experiences! 


International schools are faced with diverse 
student bodies who come from a range of 
d i f ferent educat iona l and l ingu is t i c 
backgrounds. Similarly, international schools 
employ teachers who have worked within 
various national and international systems 
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Dates to Remember 2023


• 17 April 
Egyptian spring festival - sham 
el Nessim


• 22 - 24 April 
Eid Al Fitr


• 22 April 
Earth Day


• 24 - 28 April 
Library Week


• 26 April 
IGCSE Exams start


• 28 April 
IBDP Exams start 


• 1 May 
Worker’s Day

Key Elements of an Effective Literacy 
Programme at WIS
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and with a range of resources. For this reason, instead of adopting just one programme, what works best in 
international schools is truly understanding the what, the why and the how of literacy in an international school 
context and selecting resources and elements of programmes that best suit this context. This approach ensures 
that all teachers and staff involved in teaching literacy are on the same page, use resources with an 
understanding of the why and work towards the same goals and objectives. When all teachers share an 
understanding vision and pedagogy of teaching language and literacy, they are more likely to be successful in 
helping students improve their literacy skills. So what are these shared understandings?


 Linguistic diversity as a right and a resource

Viewing linguistic diversity as a resource, particularly in an international school, is important because it 
promotes a sense of inclusion and respect for cultural and linguistic differences among students. Embracing 
linguistic diversity can help to build stronger connections between students, their families, and their 
communities. It creates opportunities for students to learn from each other and to develop a sense of shared 
identity and belonging.


The pedagogy associated with the idea of tapping into students’ linguistic diversity is called translanguaging. 
This is an educational approach that recognises the multilingual and multicultural experiences of students and 
values the use of multiple languages as a resource for learning. It involves the intentional and strategic use of 
students' full linguistic repertoires to facilitate learning and communication in the classroom. Translanguaging 
is not just about code-switching or mixing languages but rather about using all available linguistic resources to 
make meaning, build understanding, and promote academic success.

In a primary school classroom, translanguaging can be achieved in various ways, including:

1. Promoting a multilingual environment: Teachers can create a classroom environment that values and 

celebrates linguistic and cultural diversity. They can display posters, books, and other materials in multiple 
languages and encourage students to share their home languages and cultures.


2. Using multilingual materials: Teachers can use a variety of materials in multiple languages to support 
student learning. This can include bilingual books, videos, and other resources that students can access in 
their home languages.


3. Collaborative learning: Teachers can encourage students to work together in small groups or pairs, allowing 
them to use their languages to communicate and collaborate on tasks. This can lead to increased 
comprehension, engagement, and motivation.


4. Language-rich classrooms: Teachers can create a language-rich environment that encourages students to 
use their languages to make sense of new concepts and ideas. This can include using visual aids, such as 
pictures, videos, and graphics, that help students connect words and concepts across languages.


5. Scaffolded learning: Teachers can provide support to students by scaffolding their learning using 
translanguaging. This involves gradually reducing the level of support as students become more proficient in 
the target language.


For example, in a maths class, a teacher can use pictures and diagrams 
to explain mathematical concepts and ask students to discuss their 
understanding in their home languages. During a language class, a 
teacher can use bilingual books and graphic organisers to help students 
connect ideas across languages. During units of inquiry, a teacher can 
ask students to share information about their cultures and traditions in 
their home languages. Translanguaging can help students feel valued 
and supported in the classroom, improve their understanding of content, 
and promote academic success.


Instruction that is cumulative, systematic, explicit and context-
embedded

 

Systematic: this means that essential reading and writing skills are 
outlined in a logical and sequential manner, in a scope and sequence or 
a curriculum framework. This ensures skill development, facilitates 
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Translanguaging in action at WIS
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continuity and helps with differentiation. The scope and sequence should cover phonics, spelling, morphology, 
grammar and text structure as well as literature and oracy.


Explicit and context-embedded: Unlike speaking, students do not learn to read and write naturally. Research 
points out that reading and writing need explicit instruction through clear demonstrations and explanations. 
This does not mean teaching literacy skills in an isolated, decontextualised manner, but rather teaching how 
language works, how it can be broken down and in which context we use it. The units of inquiry provide rich 
contexts through which students can be exposed to meaningful reading and writing opportunities.


Cumulative instruction involves building upon previously learned skills and knowledge, and continually 
reinforcing these. This approach ensures that students have a strong foundation and are able to progress to 
more complex concepts and skills.


Collective ownership of articulated 
outcomes

An effective literacy program in a primary 
school needs to have a set of clearly 
articulated literacy progressions in order to 
help teachers, students, parents, and schools 
understand what is expected, monitor 
progress, and ensure that all students 
receive high-quality instruction that meets 
their individual needs. 


Having clear and well-defined progressions 
or outcomes helps teachers understand 
what is expected of students at each grade 
level. This understanding allows them to 
plan and deliver appropriate instruction that 
meets the needs of each student. It also 
helps teachers monitor and assess student 
progress more effectively and adjust their 
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Phonics instruction is systematically articulated through the use of a 
sound wall that gets more complex. Ms Tanya May has helped us 
implement this.
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teaching strategies as needed. Additionally, clearly articulated progressions or outcomes provide a framework 
for students to understand their learning goals and what they need to achieve to progress to the next level. This 
can help to motivate and engage students in their learning, as they have a clear understanding of what they 
need to do to succeed. Finally, having clear progressions or outcomes helps schools to assess and evaluate the 
effectiveness of their literacy program. This allows them to identify areas where improvements may be needed 
and make necessary changes to ensure that all students are receiving high-quality instruction that meets their 
individual needs.


A strong oracy framework

“Reading and writing float on a sea of talk.” - James Britton


Oracy refers to the ability to communicate effectively through speaking and listening, and it is a crucial 
foundation for reading and writing. Research has shown that children who have strong oral language skills are 
more likely to be successful readers and writers. When children have a good understanding of spoken language, 
they are better equipped to make sense of the written word. Oral language skills help children to understand 
the meaning of words and sentences, and to use this knowledge to comprehend written text. 


Oral language skills are also closely linked to the development of phonemic awareness, which is the ability to 
identify and manipulate the sounds in words. Phonemic awareness is a key predictor of early reading success, 
and it is essential for the development of phonics skills, which are crucial for decoding written text. 


In addition to supporting literacy development, a strong oracy framework is also important for promoting social 
and emotional development. Effective communication skills are essential for building positive relationships with 
others, and for expressing thoughts and feelings in a constructive way. 
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For all these reasons, an effective literacy program in a primary school should include opportunities for children 
to develop their oral language skills through activities such as class discussions, debates, storytelling, and role-
playing. By providing a strong oracy framework, teachers can help children to develop the foundational skills 
they need to become confident and competent readers and writers.


Warm regards, 

Marcelle van Leenen


SECONDARY PRINCIPAL 

It’s time to gear up for the final stretch - Grade 10 and Grade 12 


“If you are working on something that you really care about, you don’t have to be pushed. The vision pulls you.” 
— Steve Jobs


In a week’s time, our Grade 10 and 12 learners will leave us for their final 
preparation of the IGCSE and IBDP examinations that start in the last week of 
April. This is an exciting yet challenging time, because this means that the last 
few weeks of this stage of these young learners’ education are approaching 
and there is always a lot at stake. However, they are well prepared and have all 
the tools necessary to successfully complete this last stage in this part of their 
educational journey. 


“Just one small positive thought in the morning can change your whole day.” — Dalai Lama


We wish our Grade 10 and 12 students well in their quest to be fully prepared for the examinations. The 
examinations are a critical element of students’ further educational journey and our efforts to support our 
students and children, from home and from school are particularly  important to ensure that the young adults 
can succeed and thrive in their future endeavours. 


“I am not a product of my circumstances. I 
am a product of my decisions.”  - Stephen R. 

Covey


For this it is still important that a balanced 
lifestyle is maintained - there needs to be 
sufficient rest, exercise and time to recharge 
together with a planned study schedule that 
ensures our children can maintain their 
efforts throughout the entire examination 
period. 


“Do the best you can. No one can do more 
than that.”  - John Wooden


“If you can dream it, you can do it.”   - Walt 
Disney
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Here are some useful tips for studying: 

1. Start Your Preparation Early


2. Organise Your Space For Study

3. Review and Practice Old Exam Papers


4. Set Study Goals

5. Make Use of Diagrams and Flowcharts

6. Get Together With Friends For Study 

Sessions

7. Describe Your Answers To Others

8. Study To Suit Your Learning Style


9. Take Regular Intervals

10. Do Not Cram

11. Ask for Help 


12. Plan your Exam Day and Sleep Well

13. Do Not Evaluate Post Examination


14. Drink Lots of Water

15. Choose Eating Nutritious Foods


(https://www.ozstudies.com/blog/australia-study-tips/top-
exam-preparation-tips)

https://www.ozstudies.com/blog/australia-study-tips/top-exam-preparation-tips
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Please be reminded of the Apprenticeship Fair at the Goethe Institut next week - I refer also to the presentation 
the Goethe Institut did at WIS on 29 March to inform about these opportunities. 

https://www.goethe.de/ins/na/en/ver.cfm?event_id=24541687 


Regards,

Maggie Reiff


Design a Yearbook Cover

We are thrilled to announce the winners of this year's 
Yearbook page competition, which was themed 
"Many Friends, One World." The competition 
encouraged students to submit their creative ideas 
for a page that would embody the theme and reflect 
the diversity and unity of our school community.


After careful consideration and evaluation by the 
Middle School Student Council representatives, we 
are proud to announce that Faiza Hamutenya has 
won first prize in the competition. Faiza's page 
beautifully captured the essence of the theme and 
showcased the different cultures and backgrounds of 
our students. Her use of vibrant colours and 
powerful images truly made her page stand out.


Mea van Zyl won second prize for her page. Mea's 
design was a wonderful representation of the theme, 
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and her use of different fonts and text styles added a unique touch to her page.


Congratulations Isabella on winning third prize for your simplistic yet powerful Yearbook cover page! Your page 
was a wonderful representation of the diversity and unity that exists within our school, and we are grateful for 
your contribution to this year's Yearbook. Well done!


We would like to congratulate Faiza, Mea, and Isabella on their well-deserved prizes and thank all the students 
who participated in the competition. 


The winning page will be the cover of this year’s Yearbook. We can't wait to see the final product and look 
forward to next year's competition. Thank you to the Middle School Student Council for sponsoring the prizes.


Congratulations again to our winners!

German Digital Kinder University

Children's University event at the technical university in Windhoek

Did you get an impression of the university as a child? Last Thursday, Goethe-Institut has invited children to an 
event at the Namibia University of Science and Technology (NUST). 270 schoolchildren from various schools in 
the country were able to take part in a comprehensive programme. Thanks to the Goethe Institute 30 Windhoek 
International students who learn German were also invited to visit NUST.


Our learners had the opportunity to experience and participate one whole morning in different lectures on 
rhino conservation and the human brain; interactive science experiments and guided tours. The students were 
welcomed by Professor Einstein and his colleague Ms. Sophie Schlau. They were also introduced to the German 
Digital Kinder-University program which is a free online platform. All that is required to use the program is 
access to a computer and the Internet. The program consists of three faculties: Humankind, Nature and 
Technology. By playing games, children are able to advance through the academic levels from student to 
graduate to the professor.


The Kinderuni is designed for children aged 8 - 12 years. However, these are just recommended ages. Older 
children and even adults may find the lectures interesting and valuable. Any questions? Please, see the website 
www.goethe.de/kinderuni for more information. See some photos take of the students here and here.
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http://www.goethe.de/kinderuni
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M0AINPe6EbZjn_EaO_wpZkvJRdWYl-rA/view?usp=sharing
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