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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Community,


I shall keep my message short because this week’s Oryx has some excellent articles 
that you should skip right to reading. 


To those who celebrate it, I wish you a very Happy Year of the Tiger! Here are 
transliterated new years greetings from just some of the cultures who celebrate the 
lunar year. Can you recognize any of them?


Gong Hei Fat Choy

Xin Nian Kuai Le


Losar Bey Tashi Delek

Sa was dee pee mai


Sursedey chnam thmey

Chúc mừng năm mới


Haengbokan Saehae Doeseyo

Saehae bok mani badeuseyo


ii sōgwachi dēbiru!

Selamat tahun Baru


Have a wonderful weekend,

Ethan Van Drunen


PRIMARY PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents,


On the Thursday 18th of February, we will be hosting a parent workshop about how 
we teach Language and Literacy at WIS. Part of the workshop will be about the 
importance of reading with and to your child so that it supports what we do in the 
classroom.  As we are focusing on our teaching methodology and curriculum for 
language and literacy in the Primary this year, this week for our weekly Wednesday 
Professional Development session we looked at how we create a culture of reading in 
the Primary at WIS. 


“There is massive evidence that self-selected reading, or reading what you want to read, is 
responsible for most of our literacy development. Readers have better reading ability, 
know more vocabulary, write better, spell better, and have better control of complex 
grammatical constructions. In fact, it is impossible to develop high levels of literacy 
without being a dedicated reader, and dedicated readers rarely have serious problems in 
reading and writing.” ― Krashen Stephen D.


Creating a culture of reading in a school is hugely important to help students develop 
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Dates to Remember 2022


• 5 February	 	
Swimming Gala - Sign-up


• 7 - 11 February 
Spirit week


• 7 - 11 March 
WIS Arts Festival & Parent-
Teacher-Student Conferences


• 22 March - Namibian 
Independence Day Assembly


• 4 - 6 April - IB Evaluation Visit

• 22 April  - International 

Mother Earth Day
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a love for reading. So how do we do this at WIS?


Some classroom snapshots

In Ms. Debisa’s Grade 4 class students engage in Reader’s Cafe, or ‘the Daily Five’ 
which is a framework that instills behaviours of independence and creates a 
classroom of highly engaged readers, writers, and learners.


In Grade 5, students engage in Literature Circles. Literature 
Circles are small groups of students who meet to discuss a 
piece of literature which they have chosen. Literature Circles 
allows students to become critical thinkers as they read, share 
thoughts, ask questions, and respond to reading selections. 


Modelling reading strategies and reading to students 
every day


One of the most crucial elements of supporting reading 
development is the explicit teaching of reading strategies so 
readers are able to access their prior knowledge during 
reading. The process of comprehending texts involves much more than the ability to 
decode words. A reader must actively integrate a range of strategies, including both 
word identification and comprehension strategies. Explicit demonstrations, and 
opportunities to practise and apply reading strategies will support all readers.


By using the practice of modelling to introduce new reading strategies, teachers are 
able to articulate what they are thinking as they read silently. The reading process 
will become obvious to students. Thinking aloud is a vital part of the modelling 
process. Our resource assistant Ms. Madelein supports teachers in finding excellent 
read-a-louds so that teachers can model the strategies on a daily basis. 


Page 2

Finding my Ikigai

“What do you want to be when you grow 
up?” A question we are frequently asked 
since the moment we learn to speak. My 
peers often provided specific answers, “I 
want to be a marine biologist!”, or “I 
want to be a doctor!” Yet, it is a question 
I often struggled with. 


I knew I was destined for something big, 
but what exactly? Phew, beats me! A few 
decades later, do I have an answer? 
Probably not. While teen-me may have 
felt frustrated with myself because I 
needed to make decisions about what 
subjects I need to take, which degree I 
need to apply to, etc. adult-me is full 
embracing this journey to find my Ikigai 
(ee-ki-gai), a Japanese concept meaning 
“the reason for being”, centred around 
what you love, what you are good at, 
what you can be paid for, what the world 
needs.


I was privileged as a child to be able to 
attend Windhoek International School. 
My parents sacrificed a lot in order to 
provide my brother and me the best 
quality education. A lot of my values and 
principles that I carry today have been 
embedded in me since my time at WIS, 
which I am absolutely grateful for. After 
finishing my IGCSE degree at WIS in 
2009, I moved back to my place of birth, 
Cairo, to complete my undergraduate. 


I was so excited to experience the big 
c i t y l i f e a n d t h e c u l t u re t h a t I 
represented annually at the school’s 
international day. This is the time when I 
realised I am good at business studies 
and some of the highest earning jobs are 
in those fields. 


Continues on the next page …

Reem completed the IGCSE in May 2009 
at WIS and then started her tertiary 

education in Egypt.
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Professional Development

Teachers at WIS are supported through professional development about the 
teaching of reading strategies. 


Involving parents

Reading to and with your child supports our efforts to create a culture of reading. 
Teachers will be sharing some strategies with you so that you can follow up at 
home- an example is shown below.




Reading in the Home Language 

Our language of instruction is English, but reading in the Mother Tongue helps 
develop all other languages, too. Encourage your child to read in the home 
language.


Exposure to a range of high-quality books

As a school we are working on collectively building our children’s literature 
collection. To find great children’s literature, I highly recommend the website 
booktrust.org.uk. Please let us know if you have any recommendations!


Also stay tuned for Book Week, which is being organised for the week of 21st 
February!


Please look out for an email which asks you to sign up for the Language and 
Literacy workshop on 18th February - as before, there will be two sessions, one just 
after drop-off and one before pick-up time. I hope to see you there!


Warm regards, 

Marcelle van Leenen
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Hence, I decided to pursue a business 
and finance degree.


While my time in Cairo was great, I 
witnessed the Arab spring which 
opened my eyes to a lot: mostly, that 
the world needs a fundamental change 
in how we do things and how we live, to 
ensure that everyone has a dignified 
life. This is when I started to realise that 
there is something missing… what 
positive impact am I making?


After finishing my bachelors and 
honours, I took up an academic career 
in lecturing and research while 
continuing to pursue my master’s 
degree. I thought to myself, this is it. I 
can have an impact on the youth and 
help influence them through teaching 
and sharing knowledge for the better.


Although it was extremely fulfilling and 
rewarding, being someone that is 
a lways in te l lec tua l ly cur ious , I 
wondered what is next? The idea of 
working at the UN always intrigued me. 
I felt that that is where the real change 
happened and where I can have a 
meaningful impact on bui ld ing 
sustainable nations. Again, this was all 
t h a n k s t o t h e a p p r e c i a t i o n o f 
sustainability that WIS instilled in me. 
Surely picking up litter every other 
Thursday at school was for nothing! I 
took up an internship at UNDP Namibia 
where I worked with some of the 
greatest minds and contributed to 
policies and programmes aimed at 
alleviating poverty. 


Once that came to an end, I decided to 
go into the real economy, maybe the 
impact there will be even more 
fulfilling. This is when I landed at one of 
the biggest corporate and investment 
banks in Namibia and Sub-Saharan 
Africa where I now lead Strategy and 
can have a meaningful impact on the 
nation’s economic development.


During my time in the corporate 
environment, I experienced such an 
amazing and steep learning curve. The 
biggest “aha” moment for me, was that 
no matter your technical and scientific 
background, it is your values, principles 
and ethics that give you a push to be 
ahead of the pack.


I am grateful that WIS instilled in me 
the appreciation of the diverse cultures, 
social responsibility, sustainability, 
integrity, quality, curiosity and many 
more. I remember in one interview I 
did, I was asked if I appreciate diversity 
and my immediate reaction was “of 
course! I went to WIS!”


Did I find my Ikigai? Probably not 
entirely, but I am embracing the 
journey more than being attached to 
an outcome.


https://www.booktrust.org.uk/


The Oryx Issue 239 4 February 2022

Let’s Celebrate “La galette des Rois”

Primary French Club  

Last week in French Club the children discovered a cultural celebration that French people 
celebrate every Year in January: “La Galette des Rois”, the Traditional French King Cake 
(or King Pie).  C'était délicieux et on s’est bien amusés! (It was Yummy and we had a lot of 
Fun!) 


You can Click here to discover the celebration called “L'Épiphanie” and here for the recipe.


Bon appétit!

Madame Laetitia


SECONDARY PRINCIPAL 

Is it ever too early to think about your future?


Preparing for the future is a challenging 
endeavour in young people’s lives. There are 
multiple opportunities, options, questions that 
need to be considered. When is the right time 
to start the process?


Normally, students start with their plans for 
university in Grade 11, sometimes in Grade 10 
already. This is the time when things become 
more pressing thinking about the future and 

plans for the future are in everyone’s mind. Many young people find it difficult to decide what they want to do 
once they finish school. 


Some strategies and actions can be taken to find the fields of study that might end up to become one’s career. 
Most importantly, it is critical to explore your interests and passions. Working in a field that interests and 
inspires you, is already a big step in the right direction. What I am interested in is mostly also what I am good 
at. 


Passions and interests can and should be nurtured and supported from a child’s young age. Once young people 
reach secondary school, they should be versatile and engaged in different activities outside of their academic 
lives. These can guide them in their plans and decisions for the future. 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S3-W18tvTbe086PzDS9A638AV5g3W1otakPA9ZWCKQE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EX2v4KC0URgcRVpq0lDXl7SP6J2nt-2sXhqEyk8M7eI/edit?usp=sharing
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It is, however, still a challenge to find the right field to pursue post secondary school. Having conversations with 
peers and at home is a great source of information and helps reflect on interests and strengths and aptitude. 
Doing work experiences in a field that interests you can gauge if that is really what you want to pursue in the 
future. 


What is most important, however, is to be open minded, interested, engaged in your surroundings and actively 
research options and opportunities that might be a great fit for a future career. It is important to explore - 
through research, through conversations, through taking advantage of opportunities - to follow your passions. 


At WIS we have several avenues to explore. I am happy to chat with students to discuss their plans and ideas. 
From Grade 10 onward, students are able to work on BridgeU. Here they can get matched with universities from 
around the world that fit their profile. Parents can be linked to their child’s BridgeU profile as well and through 
that be part of the process of finding the right match for further education. 


We try to give students the opportunity to attend virtual college/university fairs:

• We will start using the GoToCollegeFairs where students can plan to attend fairs with participating 

universities from around the world. Further details for this will be shared during our parent information 
evening coming up in a few weeks’ time. 


• As in the past, we will continue to plan in person university visits when they are available. 


• In the past two years virtual university visits have 
become very common and WIS has benefitted 
from these. The following universities are 
interested in doing virtual visits:


◦ Trent University (Canada)

◦ University of Calgary (Canada)

◦ University of Waterloo (Canada)


• I would appreciate parents’ and students’ 
feedback if you are interested in us hosting a 
virtual visit with these universities. 


• I would further appreciate it if students and 
parents could complete and submit THIS form to 
give me more information on what priorities 
families have and what you want to find out more 
about.
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• On the 9th March, The Student World hosts a virtual university fair - students and parents can 
sign up with the personalised WIS link: 
◦ The event is held from 15:00 - 17:00
◦ HERE is the link for WIS community members to sign up.

Regina Mangue, Regional Recruitment Manager for Africa from the 
EU Business School will visit us on the 2nd March @ 17:30 at school.

This will be an evening event to enable interested students and parents to attend (EU Business 
School Info Sessions).

https://www.euruni.edu/
https://www.euruni.edu/en/Info-sessions.html
https://www.euruni.edu/en/Info-sessions.html
https://hub.thestudent.world/
https://fairs.thestudent.world/wis
https://bridge-u.com/about/
https://gotocollegefairs.com/
https://www.trentu.ca/
https://www.ucalgary.ca/future-students
https://uwaterloo.ca/future-students/tours-events/?utm_source=mur_footer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mur_connect
https://forms.gle/QDq9xpJ1a7DFX2857
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All these platforms enable students to be matched with universities that fit their profiles. 


What is important, however, is that students take the initiative and proactively participate and plan for their 
future - this is in their hands - we, parents, the school, their teachers, can support and advise, but ultimately, this 
is a process that needs determined and dedicated effort, engagement and input from our senior students. 


Regards,

Maggie Reiff


Creative writing in Grade 8

After reading ‘The Monkey’s Paw’ by W.W. Jacobs in English, the students had the opportunity to use some of the 
vocabulary in their own creative stories. They were asked to write a mysterious story and this is what Ndahafa 
Muadinohamba wrote:


Victims Man


I'm sitting in my bedroom reading a book until I hear some sort of racket outside. I look down, and there seem 
to be many cameras and news reporters at the apartment next to mine. “Jimmy, get over here. Something is 
playing on the television!” Shouts my mother. 


“BREAKING NEWS!” said the reporter on the television, “there has been a report about a murder on 27th 
Avenue Street downtown. The victims were 32 year old Stacy Jones and her 7-year-old son, Max Jones. We send 
our deepest condolences to the rest of the Jones’ family.” 


 This Wednesday, the 11th, went from a breezy and placid day to a day of sadness and grief.


I went to the kitchen to go and grab a cup of tea to proffer to my mother until I noticed that we had no packets 
left in our cupboard. My mother asked me to go to the store downtown to go and grab some more tea and 
biscuits.  So I grabbed my coat, put on my sneakers, and left the apartment. 


As I was on my way to the store, I stopped to look at the building of the murder; people were running out with 
their children and animals. I could hear more sirens coming nearer to the place, but one man came out walking 
presumptuously. 


He was tall, and his face looked rubicund yet malign. He had on this talisman around his neck. We made eye 
contact for a mere second until he bent down to me and amiably said, “Hello Kid.” Then he walked away. I tried 
to process what just happened and why this tall man was walking ever so calmly. I checked my watch and soon 
saw that it was getting late, so I ran to the store and bought the biscuits and tea. 


It was Thursday the 12th, and the following day I woke up and decided to go for a walk after breakfast. I was 
going to be walking the same path as I did yesterday. Before I left, my mother asked me to buy some bread for 
lunch. So I walked, and I saw a familiar face walking out of the victim's apartment building. It was the same 
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Join us for an information session to discuss further education opportunities:

• University Preparation, 

• University Fairs

• Virtual University Visits


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday, 24 February 2022 @ 17:30 in the PLC Auditorium
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man, the same tall man. His sight startled me, making me walk to the store dubiously. He was walking the 
opposite way of me and entered as always. I wanted to follow him, but I felt a shiver down my spine, leading me 
to just walk to the store.  


As I entered the store, I heard the mini Television; “BREAKING NEWS! There has been another murder from the 
same apartment not a day after the last. The victims were 21-year old Adolin Fetcher. Who is this man or woman 
who keeps doing this and why?.” 


I quickly paid and ran back to my apartment and found my mother waiting for me. She told me that I shouldn't 
go out alone anymore or the Victims Man would get me too. I figured that this “Victims Man” was the name of 
this murderer. Through my mother's words, I could feel the fear, and I told her I wouldn't leave again.


It's Friday the 13th today, and I woke up feeling extra energetic. I felt like going for a run until I remembered 
what my mother told me yesterday. I felt like going for a run, so I went when my mother went up to her 
bedroom. 


I ran out of the apartment in my sportswear and came across the building again. I felt like being a detective and 
wanted to enter the apartment. This time the man wasn't around, so it felt safer. I walked up the apartment 
stairs and saw the two victim's rooms. The lights started to flicker, and at some point, it went dark. 


The lights came back on, and the tall man was standing in front of me. The sight of his face immediately marred 
my mood. He was hiding something behind his back. As I moved my head to look at what he was hiding, I felt a 
scratch right on my stomach. I turned down to look at the mark and saw the side of my stomach bleeding. I 
looked back up at the man and saw a smile on his face. 


I ran. I ran down the stairs, not looking back; I missed a step and fell on my side. I saw the man walking down 
the stairs, smiling, and laughing as I turned around. I cried, cried for help, cried in pain, I just cried. Every time 
my cries got louder, his smile got bigger. 


Soon, the door opened, and a man walked through the door. Finally, I was saved; the man walked up the stairs 
and saw me crying. I wiped my eyes, getting ready to tell the man everything until I saw his face. Then I looked 
at the tall man and realised that this man was the first guy I had seen on Wednesday.


This “Victims Man” had a twin brother.    


Drawing Workshop for children

The Goethe-Institut
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Daniella in Grade 8AJ and Ausribel in Grade 5A were just two of the students that attended.
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On Tuesday 1st February, the Goethe-Institute offered a Drawing Workshop to children ages 10 - 14. The 
Workshop was run by Mr. Nkosingiphile Mazibuko. Mr. Mazibuko is a Cape Town based illustrator for books and 
comics;  he is especially known for his work in the Pan-African Supa Strikas books.


WIS Spirit Week

The Middle School Student Council (MSSC) has put a plan in place to initiate a school-wide Spirit Week ‘22 for all 
students and staff to take part in. The Secondary Student Council is joining in too and Ms. Marcelle and Ms. Avril 
have agreed for the Elementary School Student Council and the primary student to also dress up and have some 
fun as well! It’s going to be great and should result in some cool photos for the WIS Yearbook!


When is Spirit Week?

Next week: Monday 7 - Friday 11 February, 2022


What are the  Daily Themes?

• Monday - Pyjama Day - No see-through or revealing pjs or underwear on the outside, please!

• Tuesday - Backwards/Opposites Day - wear your clothes back-to-front or shoes on the wrong foot

• Wednesday - Anything But a Backpack Day - all needed school equipment must still be brought to school

• Thursday - Twins/Triplets Day - join a friend or two and dress alike

• Friday - Caring Day - Primary School - wear red, pink or white and show off your ‘Caring’ nature as you 

highlight this IB Learner Profile attribute today!

• Friday - Valentine's Day - Secondary School - instead of Monday, wear red, pink or white, or hearts, roses, or 

bring balloons even!


More ideas?

Click on this link to a Google Slides presentation and have a look at some ideas to get your creative juices 
flowing!


Prizes?

There will be a prize for each grade Homeroom each day category and prizes will be going to the best-dressed 
teacher in ES, MS, and SS too.

 

So get involved and have some fun with us!


Middle School Student Council


N/a’an ku sê  field trip

On Friday, 28th January the Grade 7s went on a field trip to N/a’an ku sê to get a full experience of where our 
input of our fundraising money was going to. 
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When the Grade 7s arrived they were welcomed by a guide called Stu. He gave a brief description of N/a’an ku 
sê and what they do. Then, the N/a’an ku sê school (Grades 1 to 7) welcomed the class again with some 
traditional songs and dances. Whilst being in that good mood the N/a’an ku sê teachers and the Headmaster 
(Pastor Lionel Samuels) thanked the classes for their hard work towards the sanctuary. After that, the money 
was given. 


Luca Steenkamp, one of our Grade 7 students, started a project to raise money for N/a’an ku sê in Grade 5 and 
was delighted to hand over the N$ 2000 he raised from that time. Grade 7s raised N$ 5000 during our Dodgeball 
tournament plus Luca’s contribution of N$ 2000. That made a total of N$7000.00


After that students and teachers received another very warm welcome. The children had a mid-morning snack. 
Ms. Jeanne and Ms. Urte bought some delicious bread rolls with cheese and tomato, a brownie and a fruit juice 
for each of the students. The students also had the chance to talk with their peers about this exciting 
adventure. 


The Grade 7 students finished their snack and were split into two groups. Group one went to see the small 
animals, such as meerkats, monkeys and a skunk called Beetlejuice and mongoose. Group two went to see the 
big cats (Lions, Cheetahs and Leopards). Both groups came back to the picnic tables for a small snack, and 
swapped. Now group two had a chance to see the small animals and group one got to see the bigger cats. 




Overall it was a very entertaining but also interesting trip. The students learned more about the animals and 
were very interested and open to ask questions and learn more, but also about conservation in general. 
Everyone came back in a good mood and with more information.
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We would like to thank: 

The N/a’an ku sê students & Teachers, Pastor Lionel Samuels (Headmaster), Stu (N/a’an ku sê guide), Herunga (bus 
driver), Ms. Jeanne (7JV) & Ms. Urte  (7UD) for organising the trip and Ms. Reiff & Ms. Anat Cohen for assisting with the 
supervision of the students. The Grade 7s for putting in all the effort and dedication for raising the funds. And very 
special thanks to N/a’an ku sê wildlife sanctuary, for making this trip happen in the first place!


Here is a link to our Padlet.


Joan van Zyl and Amalia Führing  (Grade 7JV)


Triathlon

Well-Done to Johanna Oldenburg (Grade 4) and Benjamin Oldenburg (Grade 7) who had a lot of fun at the Avis 
Triathlon last Saturday. They really enjoyed the swim in the Avis Dam, the cycling and running was fun as well 
but challenging because it was very technical on small trails and lots of hills.


They were the youngest participants and finished in an amazing time: Benjamin in 1h 03min and Johanna in 1h 
20 min.


Please contact me, Ms. Seodhna Keown, if you would be interested to participate in further Duathlons or 
Triathlons – there are many more great events to come.


Inter-house swimming Gala

Dear WIS community, 


Our Inter-house Swimming Gala is just one day away. We are so excited to see so many 
enthusiastic WIS swimmers . 


Just a few reminders: 

• Warm up: 8:30-8:50

• The Inter-House competition Swimming Gala will be from 9:00  to 10:30 

• The Fun Gala will start at 11:00

• Swimmers need goggles, a swimming cap and should  wear a house t-
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Shirt (group photo)

• Parents who are officiating should wear a white top and blue shorts/pants or skirt 

• Parents can bring camping chairs 

• There will be drinks and snacks for sale. 

• Click HERE to view the official duty list.  Thank you for your time. We are still looking for a one time 

keeper. 

• Click HERE to view the order of the events. 

• List of Swimmers HERE (competition) 

• List of Swimmers  HERE (fun)


The Gala will take place at Marlin’s pool (next to Olympia Swimming pool) , please see location HERE.


I would like to say thank you to Marlin’s and Phoenix Swimming Academy for helping to make this event 
happen. 


See you all tomorrow. 


Regards, 

Beata Stephanus 
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Our next IB Learner Profile Trait for the month of February is 


KNOWLEDEABLE

A KNOWLEDGEABLE student explores concepts, ideas, and issues that have local 

and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and 
develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. IB 
students are extraordinarily well prepared for the academic requirements of 

university coursework.


"Power comes not from knowledge kept but from knowledge shared."

What is it to know something? What is it to learn something? What are your 

strengths and weaknesses in learning styles? How can you become more 
knowledgeable?


All nominations are to be shared with Ms. Angie 
at ajvrensburg@wis.edu.na before 24 February 2022.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l08r_VC-foSRF7lntp6bq64M4fMDN_MftNHLflUitzY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16HW8omC0kPNHmQyDQjxbEHr-jdVL3Jv17ie7EaCMMuk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iiMc_aaVQUdmmh7tGbuF_j7Kqi4EEGdy5vQjUoEAt7g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vDhYqj05HGOTfm-GlXfEE_IZk3IKpnCjvyn_q7OIZPk/edit?usp=sharing
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fdir%2F%3Fapi%3D1%26destination%3D-22.60761%252C17.09364&h=AT04gmLab15IhJaAD55G6fxjNZ1-fePyTjZjGnJPTJD2__qSur0aJA7pwbRRVOiZU-9YVLyD9MIf5xjX5exsWoewPhySYtjLuzklwemvjvjMcpNco4fxNZYyKY_BCWSUDhIJDCQtf8cekjhPTyo
mailto:ajvrensburg@wis.edu.na
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