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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Community,


Each year at Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences, I am 
reminded of the proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child.” It 
can be easy to take this familiar phrase as a truism or nicety, 
and to forget that within this proverb lies a deep code of 
responsibility. 


Like schools all over the world, our gatherings and warm greetings have been 
somewhat curtailed during these past two years of pandemic - but we were still able 
to come together in many ways this school year. I am hopeful that next year we may 
find even more ways to build up our learning community.


Towards that end, please consider joining this Thursday’s June 16 Parent Coffee 
Morning at the Fish Eagle’s Nest from 7:30am. We’ll go over next year’s planned 
academic calendar, and then make a plan for how our parents may collaborate with 
students, coaches, and teachers in support of WIS academic enrichment, sports, and 
cultural events at WIS in the 2022-23 School Year.


I will never be able to itemise the many ways that people have gone above and 
beyond to build community here at WIS, but I will mention just two gifts which you 
may have noticed recently on campus. 


Our gym is receiving an uplift and a new coat of paint. This spiffy new paint job was 
made possible thanks to the generous gift from BDO Chartered Accountants. 
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From the Goethe Institute, the Schulen: Partner Der Zukunft (PASCH) Initiative has provided us with some 
funds and a “Goethe Garden Ranger” to advise Ms Urte, Ms Kate, and the “My Campus My Planet” students on 
how to make our campus gardens more sustainable and green.

Sincerely,

Ethan Van Drune


PRIMARY PRINCIPAL 

Dear WIS Community,
 

This week’s Primary Principal Oryx article also appears in our June edition of the PYP Newsletter. 



The keys to student success are a solid curriculum, courage, empathy 
and creativity combined with caring expert teachers. At WIS, learning 
is at the heart of everything we do and I believe that the PYP 
philosophy and curriculum framework encompass not just the 
academics, but create passionate, well-rounded young people who 
are excited about learning and empowered to make a difference in 
their own lives, their communities and the world.


The single most important factor that determines the quality of 
education for all children is the teacher. Like students, teachers thrive 
in a supportive environment. This environment is, I believe, created 
by continually building upon our combined strengths and by 
addressing areas for development as a team, within a culture of shared leadership and professional growth. 
Below are just a few examples of how this was achieved this year.


 How have we built on our combined strengths?

To make sure every child is supported academically, socially, emotionally we revised our systems and structure 
for Learning Support. Moving away from a ‘pull-out’ model, we now have a solution-oriented system to support 
our teachers with strategies in class and to make sure all children’s needs are identified. At different meetings 
throughout the year, together we brainstorm ways to effectively target learning needs and draw on teachers’ 
collective experience and expertise. In this way we are able to create a strong support network for our students.


How have we addressed areas for development as a team?

We worked hard on improving our MAP Growth scores by identifying potential gaps in instruction. We also 
focused on streamlining our reading programme and developed stand-alone units of inquiry that address all 
areas of reading. We put focus on foundational skills of literacy and identified a phonics programme that will 
run across the Primary school. We continue to teach to our ACARA standards and incorporate these into our 
units of inquiry.
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How will we continue to do this through shared leadership and professional growth?

Next year we have appointed a Maths coordinator (Elsa Swanepoel) to streamline our curriculum and to support 
teachers in raising achievement levels in Maths. We have identified different Professional Learning Communities 
(study groups) that will learn about the latest educational developments in a given area and share and lead 
professional development for staff. Areas include Technology in Learning, Multilingual Learning, Neurodiversity, 
Identity and Belonging and Co-teaching partnerships. Professional learning affects student learning.


I am proud of the achievements we have collectively made this year. This edition of the PYP Newsletter is 
therefore dedicated to teachers at WIS and their continued efforts to model life-long learning to our students. 
Please read more here.


With appreciation,

Marcelle van Leenen


Grade 7 Poetry 

‘Breathe in experience. Breathe out poetry!’ - Muriel Rukeyser

After discussing and exploring the true meaning of ‘The Road Not Taken’ the Grade 7 students had a go at 
writing their own poems. The students really enjoyed this experience and this is what some of our students 
produced:


The Instant Regret Choice - Hamish Phillip - Gr. 7UD

I one day had a choice to make.

To stay at home and be lame.

Or to go out and skate and be in the hall of fame.

I being myself made the wrong choice.

Going downhill with no protection and a loud voice.

Off I fell, blacked out, and soon was gone.

I hit my arm and that caused it to go numb.

I ripped my skin clean to the bone.

Believe it or not, I wasted an ice-cream cone!


The pursuit of happiness - Ely Hausiku - Gr. 7UD

My heart is bright, 

Just like the light.

If only others could see. 

But we don’t choose who we want to be, 

We just try to be more than free.

We were made to run and thrive but 

Still are lost, 

I have to go away.

To seal my fate,
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To find the pursuit of happiness.

Whether they like or dislike it doesn’t matter.

You came into this world alone. 

So why does It matter?

If I were to go far away, 

My heart would burn for a day, 

White and black don’t mix,

Like my heart that can never be fixed.


Pitt bull or Rottweiler - Mario George - Gr. 7UD

Oh my canine friend, 

I am so glad that I chose you that day

Your gentleness and your courage 

To be as strong as any other breed 

Despite your size 

Your amazing personality has ensured 

That I made the right choice that day!

Even the “amazing” Rottweiler cannot compare

I catch myself often in a gazed stare!


FOMO - Muta Amunyela - Gr. 7UD

Smile when they're looking at you.

Swallow your tears.

Give them what they want.

Don’t let them leave you out.

You're scared to be alone.

You’re scared to be left out.

Keep talking.

Always know what they are talking about.

Do all the work.

Never say no.

Let them use you.

Don’t try to escape.

You’ll be alone.

You will be on break on your own.

Don’t outshine them.

They will leave you.

Just keep smiling.

Don’t break the act.


Guardian Angel - Bilal Beyhum - Gr. 7JV

You are the person who always looks after me

You are the one that sets me free

You are the one who always cares for me

I will forever love you until I reap.

You are the one that brings me up when i'm down

You are the jewel on my crown 

You hold my hand when i'm scared

You make me feel like i'm cared

Your tender voice takes away my fears

Your hand that wiped away my tears

You make the sun shine on a cloudy day

You make all the sadness wipe away

You are so special in my heart
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You are my guardian angel from above

Just like a beautiful white dove.


I shall always love, my mother!


The switch - Darius Swart - Gr. 7JV

I once had the option to switch from one school to another

One was better than the other

One tied some educational loose ends

The other was home to all my friends

After some time I gave the other school a try,

Only to arrive there on my first day very shy

Another thing here that was all the norm

Was the fact that I didn’t have to wear a school uniform

This filled a bit of my inner empty crater

What filled it was some of my friends joining later.


Leaving teachers

LAURA SMITH

Namibia has gifted myself and my daughter - Laela in Grade 5 - the time and opportunity to be in her vast 
spaces of clean air, bright blue skies, under the Milky Way with all of Namibia’s creatures, however big or small. 
It’s be a humbling experience. 


I have loved walking our dog Suzi who we adopted from SPCA when 
we arrived, while Laela rides horses. Namibia reminded me to be 
kind and look closely. She reminded me to reconnect with nature, 
myself and others.


From a professional perspective I have enjoyed every second 
working with our WIS students - we have laughed, cried, created, 
destroyed and rebuilt. We made mistakes, we tried and didn’t give 
up-  we learnt and grew by doing and being. It’s been an absolute 
pleasure to be part of their learning journey, and I know Namibia is 
in safe hands with our caring and discerning students at WIS, 
Windhoek and beyond. 


Miss you all already Ms. Laura (and Laela).


KAHLIL DANAI MARAMBA

One of my favourite things in Namibia was playing tennis at a 
vibrant tennis club with people from all nations and ages. I proudly 
watched my son hitting a few winners against Namibia's top-seeded 
players.


I look forward to expanding my Personal Learning Network as an 
Instructional Coach for Technology in Elementary School in Saigon, 
Vietnam.
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Goodbye Teachers!

From the Secondary students

“Goodbyes make you think. They make you realise what you’ve had, what you’ve lost, and what you’ve taken for 
granted.” – Ritu


Dear Mr. B,

You are one of the very few good teachers out there. We were very grateful to have you as our teacher and what 
an incredible teacher you are! 


Thank you Mr. B for your patience, knowledge, inspiration, and 
motivation. Our learning will not be the same without you. You are 
one in a million. You are one of the few teachers that make learning 
fun. We actually learned a lot in your class, so thank you for being the 
best teacher EVER.


The grade appreciates the time and effort you put into our learning. 
Thank you for all the good memories we have made in Grade 6. Thank 
you very much Mr. B for what you have done for us. You’ll go down as 
one of the greatest teachers who have taught at WIS and we’ll miss 
you so much. We hope to see you again. We will always miss you and 
remember you.


Kind regards, 

Mea van Zyl on behalf of Gr. 6


My Favourite Teacher (well, one of them at least), Milla Leibbrandt Gr. 8AJ

I remember at the beginning of this year I heard that we were getting 
a new math and ATL (approaches to learning) teacher. I was not too 
excited, to be frank. Most math teachers are cranky and usually speak 
a bunch of gibberish for a whole hour and then end with the dreaded 
question, “Do you understand?” Oh of course I understand that 
triangles, isosceles triangles, or whatever it's called, have LEGS now. 
Like what is a lemma? Or an Abscissa? Speak English sir/ma’am! 
Anyway, enough from this catastrophe of the English language, back 
to the new teacher. The first day of class was interesting and caught 
me off guard. He asked us to write our names and because I wanted 
to leave a good and proper impression of myself, I wrote my full name. 
I still feel a tiny bit stupid. He broadly smiled at me, laughed and we 
joked about it for the rest of class. After some classes, I came to the 
conclusion that he has an obsession with neatness. That's not bad but 
boy was it torture to write down a whole index in our math books. And 
to number every page. To be honest I kind of-sort-of-slightly forgot 
about that after a few terms. I always disliked math, as a lot of people do but somehow this teacher managed to 
make me tolerate math. Trust me I always felt like I was going to rip my hair off after a few minutes of trying to 
figure out a small math sum.


I got to know this teacher. His name was Mr. Michael Parsons. But we just call him Mr. P. 

I can confidently say that Mr. P will always have a special place in my heart. He is a great teacher and an 
amazing motivator. He’s not cranky, he’s not mean nor passive aggressive. Ahem, teachers take notes. He 
makes jokes, he engages in conversations, and the best part? He is extremely patient! I would sometimes sit the 
whole class asking him to explain stuff over and over and over. He never got irritated. Mrs. Angie, Mr. Johan, and 
Mr. P are all friends. Meaning he would come along during school trips. Did I mention Mr. P is full of ideas? He 
made all the walls in our class whiteboards including our desks. This means that we never had to worry about 
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too little scrap paper. The back wall is the biggest. So sometimes we would do our work back there. Now sitting 
on the floor is not ideal so Mr. P had another genius idea. Add a carpet, take old tires and paint them vibrant 
colours that contrasted with the walls and add some netting on top of the tires. BOOM! Very comfortable chairs 
for us to sit on. But, that's not all … Our grade went on a trip for two days and one night. We had a girl's dorm 
and a boy's dorm. The number one issue will be kids sneaking around when it's pitch black outside right? Do 
you think that’s a problem that cannot be resolved? Not for Mr. P! Just slap some tape on the outside of the 
door so if someone exits the dorm, the tape will tear and you won't be able to put it back unless you stay 
outside for the rest of the night. Genius! 


I really like being in Mr.P’s class and I enjoy his company. I don't feel like a teacher’s stare is shamelessly 
beaming at me every second.  It's a nice and comfortable atmosphere. He can joke around but be strict and 
that's a great skill. Sadly, Mr.P will be leaving us. I know, it sucks, but I'm just so happy that I came across this 
gem of a teacher. I will always remember the jokes in our class. Like the Pi joke, (Mr. P and some classmates will 
recognise this reference) or the circumference joke. Mr. P, if you are reading this.


Thank you so much for being so patient and kind-hearted. We will always remember your shiny head that you 
take very good care of. You are everyone’s dream teacher. 


Madame Laetitia, By Candice Rey

Loving and caring

Amazing with everyone around

Empathetic and understanding

Terrific in everything she does profound

Inspirational, kind, and motivating

Teacher, she will always be to surround

In our hearts forever and forever

Au revoir - all the best with your new endeavour!


Dear Ms. Lize,

We will miss you so very much, especially for your infamous sarcasm 
and adorable dog pictures and videos.


This is what some of the Grade 9 students have to say about you:


• “I love that Ms. Lize is so honest, she was the first to tell me when 
my clouds looked like spaceships.” -Salomé


• “You are sodium funny. You are honest and push me to be a 
better chemist. Even though chemistry doesn’t like me, you do, so 
that makes it better! I’ll never forget your stories about your dogs 
and thunderstorms, they made my day!” -Rachael


• “Dear Ms. Lize I wish you nothing but the best.” -Diana

• “Ms. Lize you are so cool and full of humour! I had little faith in 

chemistry before you, you make it so much easier to understand. I 
will miss your documents AND YOU!” -Nijia


• “Dear Ms. Lize I will miss you so much, you are an amazing teacher. 
You made chemistry super fun and you motivate me to be a better chemist” - Julia


• “I really enjoyed this year in Chemistry and I wish Ms. Lize all the best in her future endeavours” - Mathew


And now in the words of Ms. Lize: “Love ya, bye!”


Goodbye Mr. D - Yasmine Armstrong

Unfortunately, we are saying goodbye to one of the teachers who have been with us since our days in primary. I 
still remember those ICT lessons we would have in primary school where we would play typing.com instead of 
doing our work, and Mr. D would catch us and remind us to do our work. It feels like we grew up alongside him, 
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and he saw some of us when we looked our best, and our 
worst (primary was rough). Although we never could quite 
tell when he was joking or not, thanks to his extremely 
monotone voice, he never failed to make the class fun and 
interesting. When I found out that we were going to be 
offered a Tech & Design class for Grade 9, I was 
immediately reminded of the fun we had in ICT in primary 
with Mr. D, and I was super excited to be taught by him 
again.


 We will always remember your jokes, your sternness and 
your will to push us to do the very best that we could. 
Thank you Mr. D for never giving up on us and always 
being available and willing to be there whenever we needed help with our devices (even though sometimes we 
were just trying to get out of doing our work), and we wish you all the best in your future endeavours!


Dear Mr. D,

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for you. We have known you for a while and we still can't believe you are  
leaving WIS. Good luck in your pursuits, and please stay in touch. - Emmanuel Kalumba, Grade 9.


WIS Eagles Netball

The Netball Team Soared through the League against all odds.


The WIS under 14 Netball participated in the Khomas Netball leagues which started in May 2022. The league 
includes netball teams from across the Khomas Region. The girls participated in five games with which they 
were victorious in four games overall. We would like to extend our gratitude and congratulate the team for a 
great milestone for the season. They played very well throughout the season and continued to grow from 
strength to strength in each game they played. We would also like to thank all the parents for their support and 
for motivating the girls throughout the league. We had our game last on Wednesday, 8th June against St.Pauls 
and the team won 10 / 12, which boosted their confidence. We are looking forward to the next season and 
league.
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Grade 8 Drama

Criterion-D: Responding 


Throughout the Grade 8 drama cycle, students learned how to interpret the interesting, most certainly admiring 
language made by William Shakespeare. William Shakespeare's writing style evolved from the conventional style 
of the time. Shakespeare wrote in iambic pentameter, a type of unrhymed meter in which he unlocks a new era 
of theatre into the globe. His plays are known to be dramatic, outgoing and full of ideas of multiple emotions 
that are portrayed by the best of the best, drama practitioners.


The Grade 8s learned how to become an outgoing drama practitioner. With the help from the best of the best 
Ms. Kate Matzopoulos, the students were able to learn how to express themselves both verbally and through 
facial expression and body language; the key to making better communicators. How to convert from page to 
stage; to take one of the simplest phrases, and turn it into a theatre masterpiece. Once the students unlocked 
the skills of Shakespeare, they constructed two beautiful, most certainly elegant plays made by the one and 
only, William Shakespeare himself; A midsummer Night’s dream & Much Ado about Nothing. 


A Midsummer Night's Dream four Athenians flee to the forest, only for Puck the fairy to make both boys fall in 
love with the same girl. The four pursue each other through the forest, while Puck assists his master in a trick on 
the fairy queen. Love is the big concept of A Midsummer Night's Dream, a subject to which Shakespeare 
frequently returns in his comedies. Shakespeare investigates how people fall in love with those who appear to 
be beautiful to them.


Much Ado About Nothing was written in 1598, but the story takes place sometime around the 16th century 
during the Italian Wars in Messina, Italy. Shakespeare's characters thus come from many different places in 
Europe and Italy, including Aragon, Padua, and Florence. With a tremendous mix of laughter and suspense, 
“Much Ado About Nothing” considers the variety  of deception and hidden love. How one's untruth tongue can 
slander such evil and deceiving lies, which will lead to the pure, rich and gold suspense of the play, Much ado 
about Nothing. 


The Grade 8s performed their wonderful creation to the WIS community. Giving it their all, through movement, 
voice, constructing an incredible piece of Shakespeare's play. One where those who see it, will never forget the 
admiring gestures, only that are produced by the best of the best drama practitioners.


Eliot Pandu Nandjiwa
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Making a Green Campus

The Grade 7s and 8s participated in a workshop focusing on making campus 
eco-friendly.


On Tuesday and Thursday, the Grade 7s and 8s you may have seen some of 
them walking around the school. Being outside of the usual classroom setting 
was highly beneficial to us, because we learnt about how to make our campus 
become environmentally friendly.


Schools Go Green with Goethe Institute was a two-day workshop for the Grade 7s 
and 8s. Schools Go Green is a national collaboration between the Goethe 
Institute and the ELOOLO Permaculture Initiative. The project's goal is to work 
with schools/environmental clubs (at our school, we have My Campus, My 
Planet) to encourage these clubs to solve environmental issues in the 
community; the issue we focused on was soil erosion.


The workshop was hosted by Stephan Eins and his colleague, Helvi Shikwambi (Tree ranger) and Donovan 
Wagner (coordinator). The workshop included both theoretical and practical exercises. Before going outside, we 
learned about Permaculture (permanent agriculture/culture). Permaculture is defined as a toolkit for 
addressing climate change and making environmentally friendly choices in a changing world. Soil erosion 
control is a Permaculture concept that Stephan Eins taught us about by using diagrams on the whiteboard. We 
learned that soil erosion occurs when rainwater moves soil, leaving rock behind; erosion can be seen 
throughout the school.


After learning about what soil erosion is, how to prevent it, and how to identify it. We started using tools like 
rakes, shovels, an A-frame, and pickaxes to make trenches, build moons around trees and plant plants to limit 
the amount of soil and water loss when it rains. It took teamwork, organisation, and an open-mind to create 
something truly amazing. Some people may have found it boring, but the majority found something they 
enjoyed doing, and everyone came away having learned something new.
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I believe that participating in workshops like these is beneficial for learning about topics that we can apply in our 
daily lives. And I'm grateful for the opportunity to learn about our environment; I've come out with fresh eyes. If 
My Campus My Planet will be an afternoon activity next year, I hope to participate.


Tapiwa Murwira


IB Learner Profile 

Openminded - Winners! Congratulations to our Ø₱Ɇ₦-₥ł₦ĐɆĐ peeps.

Gr. 6 - Nelao Robiati, Gr. 7 - Hala Ayoub, Gr. 8 - Jayden Kambinda, Gr. 9 - Yasmine Armstrong, Gr. 10 - No nominations, 
Gr. 11 - Tanga Nandjiwa Gr.12 - No nominations. See photo on page12.


Teacher - There is a tie between Mr. P & Ms. Angie but we will give it to Mr. Parsons! Well done!


PS. Please do NOT forget to still send in your nominations for those who are 🆁🅴🅵🅻🅴🅲🆃🅸🆅🅴.
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