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PRIMARY PRINCIPAL 

The world has become fast paced and ever changing thanks to the expanding role of 
technology, changing job demands, increasing global interdependence of people 
and changing social norms and value structures. Added to this is worldwide 
competition and markets, the rapid growth of knowledge, and environmental 
concerns. As it has been stated many times the future jobs of our students haven’t 
been created yet. So how do we prepare them for the future? One way to address 
this is through a concept-based curriculum, as opposed to the traditional content-
based curriculum.


A concept-based curriculum is three-dimensional as it 
includes factual content, process and skills, plus 
concepts and principles or central ideas. It fosters 
“understanding”. Conceptual understanding provides 
the transfer of knowledge. It also helps students form 
patterns and connections between the facts and ideas 
that they can transfer through time, across cultures and 
other situations.


A curriculum that only focuses on content is two-dimensional. It is topic-based, 
focuses on memorisation of facts and skills, coverage and is inch deep and mile 
wide. It is factual knowledge or “knowing” without understanding. Factual 
knowledge is locked in time, place or situation. It doesn’t transfer.


The following table shows the comparison of content-based and concept-based 
curricula.
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April 2020


• 29: PTA AGM @ 18:00


May 2021


• 04: Cassinga Day - 
Public Holiday


• 13: Ascension Day -  
Public Holiday


• 25: Africa Day - Public Holiday


June 2021


• 17: End of term 4


• 18: Staff work day


 Insta  Twitter YouTubeFacebook

Content-Based Curriculum Concept-Based Curriculum

Coverage-centered - 
“inch-deep/mile wide”

Idea-Centered -  facts provide a foundation 
to understand conceptual, transferable ideas.

Intellectually shallow - lacks a conceptual 
focus to create a factual/conceptual brain 
synergy

Intellectual depth - a “conceptual lens,” or 
focus, requires mental processing on the 
factual and conceptual levels-- producing 
intellectual depth in thinking and 
understanding.

Inability to transfer factual knowledge
- facts do not transfer;  
- locked in time, place, or situation.

Concepts and Generalizations/Principles 
Transfer - allows the brain to make 
connections and see patterns.

Fails to meet the intellectual demands of 
the 21st century

Develops the intellect to handle a world of 
increasing complexity and accelerating 
change.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5IldanZAj6hC9iddVJkzFg/videos
https://www.facebook.com/WindhoekInternationalSchool/
https://twitter.com/WIS_NAM
https://www.instagram.com/windhoekinternationalschool/
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The inquiry-based and transdisciplinary nature of the Primary Years Programme curriculum framework build 
conceptual understanding. Because the PYP is transdisciplinary, learning takes place across, between and 
beyond disciplines. The themes for the units of inquiry are broad, allowing for making connections and 
transferring understanding. “The PYP has evolved to become a world leader in future-focused education. The 
PYP is an example of best educational practice globally, responding to the challenges and opportunities facing 
young students in our rapidly changing world.” (ibo.org)


Yes the world has become fast paced and ever changing. I am confident that children learning through the 
Primary Years Programme and a concept-based curriculum are becoming better prepared for the future.


This article is based on the work of Dr. H. Lynn Erickson.


Regards,

Beth Smith


Health and Safety

“It’s good to have a reminder….”

Soliyana Hailu is a student in Grade 1J. Sharon Gorelick (school nurse) recently interviewed her about her 
motivation to design a poster showing the correct way to wear a mask.


• SG: What gave you the idea to design this poster Soliyana?

• SH: It’s a good idea to remind people how to wear their masks properly. Sometimes I see people at the supermarket                   

not wearing their masks properly.

• SG: Do you take being healthy seriously?

• SH: YES!  My mom and dad are doctors.

• SG: What else can we do to keep ourselves safe from diseases like Covid-19?

• SH: We can do social distance. I think hand washing is good for you. Hands have lots and lots of germs.

• SG: What about sanitisers?

• SH: You should sanitise or wash your hands before touching your eyes or other parts. The sanitiser has a chemical 

so rather wash. Sanitise if it’s not possible.

• SG: What work would you like to do one day?

• SH: I want to be a doctor and an archeologist.  I am interested in all of the world and the histories.


Thank you for your wise words Soliyana and for caring about keeping people safe at WIS. We are very proud of 
your initiative. 


Sharon Gorelick - Nurse & Counsellor
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SECONDARY PRINCIPAL 

Self-regulated learning and metacognition

A colleague shared THIS video about self-regulated learning and metacognitive 
reflection with us this week. It made me think how we reflect and how we ‘think’ 
about the way we do things. 


Whether it is as a student, in our professional lives or in our private lives, we 
benefit and grow from reflecting on the way we do things and the way we think. 
The video is a great guide on how we learn and reflect on learning. 


Metacognition is defined as the “awareness and understanding of one's own thought processes” and “self-
regulated learning refers to one's ability to under-stand and control one's learning environment. Self-
regulation abilities include goal setting, self-monitoring, self-instruction, and self-reinforcement (Harris & 
Graham, 1999; Schraw, Crippen, & Hartley, 2006; Shunk, 1996).


These processes enable us to grow and learn from experiences. They make our learning processes intentional 
and help us adapt to situations and encounters that are part of our everyday lives. The “Cycle of Self-regulated 
learning” below is a great images that shows the processes involved and the outcome self-regulated learning 
should have on our behaviour and approaches to situations we encounter. 


When we are intentional with our thoughts and actions and set goals, when we 
use strategies and monitor our performance and then reflect on our 
performance and adapt where necessary, our learning and in our interactions 
with each other can be more meaningful. 


At WIS we aim to educate our students to be reflective learners, to set goals and 
to adapt their learning approach - if necessary. This means that they have to 
reflect on the way they learn and think continuously. When this process happens 
intentionally, it is a great tool for growth and consolidated learning. 

Maggie Reiff

Secondary Principal  


Grade 12 Farewell Cup

For Grade 12’s final week at WIS, there will be an exciting 5-a-side futsal tournament for secondary school 
students from 12 to 14 April. Matches will be played during 2nd break, 8 minutes per match (no halftimes). The 
final match will be 12 minutes long on Thursday 14 April, and we’ll be selling delicious, freshly made boerewors 
rolls on the side. 


Important info:

• Entry fee: N$100 per team of five and N$10 for each substitute 

(registration to happen before Monday, 12 April  @ 2nd Break)

• Contact Graigory (gcloete@wis.edu.na) in Grade 12 to register 

• Boerewors rolls price: N$30 each (Special: N$50 for two!)

• Fixtures will be shared on Sunday

• First place prize: N$250
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A Heart for the Community

Our WIS Homeroom theme, “Be the Change” motivated Jayden Kambinda to raise funds for the Grade 7IB 
Community Project, Tumandje Daycare Centre in Havana.


Jayden says that he was inspired to take action as he realised that there are 
so many people who are far less fortunate than he is. With the help of his 
sister, he baked and sold the most delicious brownies, and managed to raise 
N$1000.00! 


“I am in a  position where there's always food on the table and where I have 
clothes on my back. I thought if I am able to help people that are less 
fortunate, I should help them. One thing that inspired me is that the teacher, 
Saima Nuuyoma,  who owns Tumandje Daycare Centre, is trying so hard and 
she is not even getting paid for it. So, I thought I could help her out.”


Well done, Jayden! We are proud of your caring heart and the initiative you 
took to make a difference.

Isabeau Bezuidenhout





Recipe for a revolution

Over the last couple of weeks the Grade 8s have been looking at The 
Age of Revolution - a time during the late 18th to the mid-19th 
centuries where a number of revolutionary movements occurred in 
most of Europe and the Americas. This was a time that saw a change 
from absolutist monarchies to representative governments with a 
written constitution, and the creation of nation states. Our main focus 
was on the causes of these revolutions. The Grade 8s were given a task 
to create a Recipe for a revolution. They had to use the causes as 
ingredients for their recipe. They all cooked up a storm! Below are 
some links to their recipes … Bon appetite!


• Salomé cooked up a hearty French stew.

• Rachael baked an American independance cake.

• Gerhard baked a fresh loaf of Haitian revolution bread
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Jayden Kambinda- Grade 7IB

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEaT1pAejg/Dqrl16d80zKV2ZYpVtAZ4A/view?utm_content=DAEaT1pAejg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=viewer
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rhP9WFomL-TiFNQ_uoWxKOme_OMhopkvMpvqyznq1mE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1liBuaDno_BKILvzDU2Mqb_duX7f30zeyhvD9qrBHe8Q/edit?usp=sharing
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• Unda cooked up some Latin American revolutions.

• Anna baked a decadent French revolutionary cake.

• Mathew baked a cake of bittersweet despair. 

• Christian made a spicy American Revolution hot sauce. 


Johan Meyer


Grade 10 Drama

In recent weeks, the Grade 10 drama class has been revising for our final exams. To do this, we have been 
reading through an extract from The Watsons, a contemporary play written by playwright Laura Wade. The play 
is an interesting take on an unfinished 19th century novel with the same name written by Jane Austen. This play 
will be a major component of the Drama exam, so the class has been working hard to analyse its storyline and 
evaluate the different dramatic components which it comprises.


The process involved several practical activities, such as creating tableaus and enacting performances of several 
different scenes from the play. "I enjoy going to class and having a different experience every lesson; with 
Drama I’m never bored because there is always something new and something fun to do.” Says Christine Shali. 


The reason for doing all these practical activities was to help Drama students better our understanding of how 
the play would be carried out. On top of this, the activities aided us in developing our analytic skills in regards to: 
how an actor may develop a character, how a designer may use set design/costume to communicate a message, 
and how a director would effectively instruct the play.


Overall, the experience has 
been incredibly beneficial 
in helping us expand not 
only our analytical skills, 
b u t a l s o o u r o v e r a l l 
understanding of the 
elements that go into a 
theatre production. 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dup8x33xjv2mMn4uurbgYo4vWQ2U94I031ZJERitlxU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XmEY0YTEdPN4cItMEvVIDmNA7WECShGi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QUK_veoMy6cKuEX-rV13nQBXRH65LF58/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aH6NeeAc4-SxEqcrMn335elVx1j7lPYn2ceYkyrTgiw/edit?usp=sharing
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Christine adds that other than Drama being one of her favourite subjects it has also taught her a lot about 
finding answers through the text and learning to find the inferred meaning behind the extracts given. "This tool 
is one that I appreciate a lot as it helps me in other subjects like History and English.” She says.


She then adds, "I’ve recently learned to love the essay writing portion of Drama. These last couple of weeks in 
particular I’ve found a new appreciation for the essays we write and the way we answer questions.” We 
definitely agree with Christine and hopefully our exam results will display the considerable amount that we have 
grown as actors and critical thinkers through this period.


Purr 😼  

Benjamin Biwa, Sophie Lindy and Christine Shali

LFL League

As competitive inter-club and inter-school sport gradually resumes we are pleased to announce that the LFL 
Schools and Clubs League will be resuming on Friday 16th April. 


WIS will host the U/10, U/11 and U/13 division and DTS will continue to host the U/7, U/8, U/9, and U/10.


We have a growing number of talented and enthusiastic players currently playing football and we look forward 
to this being another positive season for all involved. 


Matches will commence on Friday, 16th April. We look forward to welcoming all teams and players.


INCLUSION

Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the survey on 'Inclusion and Diversity at WIS' that was 
sent out in February. Your thoughtful contributions 
have helped begin the process of unpacking our 
philosophy and mindset of inclusivity at WIS.

 
Your honest insights have allowed us to measure our 
current shared understandings and practices and 
how we would like to move forward, this being the 
beginning of the conversation, with the intention of 
collaboratively implementing a working document 
from all stakeholders of WIS, for WIS. We would like 
to take this opportunity to invite those who have the 
capacity, interest or willingness to support or join the 
Inclusion Committee to please contact the Chair Ms. 
Laura lsmith@wis.edu.na


The image was generated from your responses.  
Thank you.
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Welcome to our WIS babies!

If there is one thing that the lockdown contributed positively to our community, is that we are four baby girls 
richer! We would like to welcome our ‘lockdown’ babies to our WIS community and long before we all know it, 
these girls will be running around and learning like the rest of our kids.  Angie Janse van Rensburg


As John F. Kennedy said: ‘Children are the world’s most valuable resource and its best hope 
for the future.’


Congratulations to Charné, William, and brother Daniel De’Ath. Claire-Anne was born on 5 
November 2020.


Congratulations to Susanne Haugk and her husband, Martinien Elamenji. Please meet Edith-
Netanya Elamenji who was born on 4 February 2021.


Congrats to Quanita Lombaardt and Tiago Coelho! 

Maria-Ines Lombaardt Coelho was born on 10 February 2021.


And lastly for this year… we would like to congratulate Johan, Anel, Amelie, and Simeon 
Meyer on the birth of Hyla on 21 March 2021 - she will be our Independence Day baby!
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