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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Community,


This is the final Oryx Newsletter of the 2021-22 
School Year. It has been a wonderful school year, 
and if you have not yet done so then I encourage 
you to take some time to click through the 
2021-22 Yearbook that was superbly put together 
by Ms. Jolene Nel. It is password protected with 
the password provided in the email sent from Ms. 
Jolene. The yearbook is able to then be saved to 
your computer by clicking the download button 
on the top left. 


As we look forward to the next school year, I 
would like to call your attention to a few 
important planning items:


1. WIS Kidz After School Care

WIS plans to provide after school care from 14:00 - 17:30 from Monday to Friday to 
meet the needs of working parents and to offer additional opportunities for learning 
and enrichment. The programme includes snacks and age-appropriate activities and 
will incur an additional cost of approximately N$2000 per month. This is offered 
alongside and in addition to our after school activities and sports program. Please fill 
out this form for each child you wish to enrol in this programme. We will then contact 
you to confirm the arrangement.


2.  After School Activities and Sports

In order to build our community here at WIS and reduce the need for families to 
shuttle children around to after school activities, we will continue to seek to offer 
increased after school opportunities here on the WIS campus. A finalised draft of 
next year’s Sports and After School Activities Schedule will be distributed in the first 
week of August.


3.  2022-23 Academic Calendar

The PDF of next year’s academic calendar is linked here. The 
Google Calendar will be populated during the summer. You can 
add the WIS calendar to your own by clicking on the + symbol 
on the bottom right. 


On a personal note, I am very thankful to have joined the WIS 
community just 11 months ago. Individually and collectively, 
you have brought goodness into my life and have empowered 
me and my family to flourish within a learning community that 
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is living out our mission “To develop the full potential of each student in a stimulating 
environment of academic excellence, cultural diversity and active social responsibility 
to become internationally-minded independent thinkers.” I feel humbled and 
amazed when reflecting on the many ways that our community’s staff, students, 
parents, and supporters have gone above and beyond to contribute to this shared 
mission, over the past year. Enjoy your winter holiday and see you on or before the 
school, Monday, 8th August!


Sincerely,

Ethan Van Drunen


PRIMARY PRINCIPAL 

Dear WIS Community,


There are two things I would like to encourage families to do over the winter break: 
play and read!  Here’s why:


Play!

Children are designed, by nature, to play and explore in their own ways. That’s how 
they learn to take initiative, direct their own activities, and discover their passions. In 
short, that’s how all learning occurs. As PYP educators, it is this view of the child that 
guides the learning experiences we plan for children.  Psychologists have long known 
that children construct knowledge (i.e. learn) through direct and active engagement 
guided by their own interests within their environment. Parents and educators 
around the world recognise the immense benefits that playful learning brings. Please 
use this holiday as an opportunity to watch your child’s learning and be amazed at 
their natural capacity to learn. 


Read for pleasure!

Curl up with a book, read stories to each other and talk about your favourite novels. 
The research does not lie:

 

• There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading 

for pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development.

• Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading 

frequency, reading enjoyment and attainment.  


Page 2

Heskiel Edward

Technology Support 

Administrator 


My name is Heskiel Edward, and 
I’m thrilled to introduce myself as 
the new WIS Technology Support 
Administrator. 


I am a Technical Expert with 
strong technical skills in various 
technologies and a long track 
record of ensuring that the 
c o m p u t e r s y s t e m s o f a n 
organisation are running aptly.


My role here at WIS will be the 
same as to manage the school's 
infrastructure and networks.


I will also be responsible for 
identifying and responding to 
just-in-time technical support 
needs, managing and resolving 
technical issues, and performing 
r e g u l a r o p e r a t i o n s a n d 
maintenance of ICT systems.

 

Prior to joining the team here 
WIS, I’ve worked as a system 
administrator for a range of 
organisations including ISPs, 
banks, technical support, and 
sof tware vendors . I ’m not 
deterred when a problem is 
difficult to solve. I appreciate the 
cha l lenge , par t i cu lar ly the 
moment when I overcome it.


I am dedicated to engaging the 
whole WIS community in their 
learning through fostering a 
growth mindset, developing 
creative thinking and problem-
solving skills.

NEW WIS STAFF: This column will profile the inspiring 
educators/ Admin who will be joining our WIS community 

starting in August 2022. 

“Watch their literacy blossom in messages written with chalk on sidewalks, witness their 
calculations of lengths for boards as they construct a tree house, be amazed as they 
act out their own dramas inspired by favourite books or films, and wonder at the skills 
and patience they develop trying to get the worm they found while digging in the dirt 
to crawl onto a stick.”  


Peter Gray, author of “Free to Learn: Why Unleashing the Instinct to Play Will Make Our 
Children Happier, More Self-Reliant, and Better Students for Life.”
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• Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s 
educational success than their family’s socio-economic status. 


• There is a positive link between positive attitudes towards reading and scoring 
well on reading assessments. 


• Regularly reading stories or novels outside of school is associated with higher 
scores in reading assessments.  


• Evidence suggests that reading for pleasure is an activity that has emotional 
and social consequences. 


• Other benefits to reading for pleasure include: text comprehension and 
grammar, positive reading attitudes, pleasure in reading in later life, increased 
general knowledge.


Source: Research Evidence on Reading for Pleasure. United Kingdom Department of 
Education, 2012


A final word to WIS students: Thank you for all your hard work throughout the school 
year. I am grateful for your joy, insights and amazing talents. And to our fifth graders, 
and teachers, parents and students who are moving on- all the best on your new 
journey and adventure.  I wish everyone a safe and happy winter break.   

Warm regards, 

Marcelle van Leenen


The last nine days in Grade 2! 

School! That glorious mix of social and educational encounters that happens every 
weekday for a long time. Children spend most of their childhood at school with their 
friends and teachers. Being in class every day says a lot about a child’s commitment 
to his own learning and belief that showing up is important. The last week of school is 
very important, it's closing one chapter and opening another; students have closure 
and fully understand that they just completed another grade. They receive certificates 
and awards, and they feel proud. 


In Grade 2, the last two weeks of school were full of fun activities. We continued to 
learn, that's for sure but what's very important is that we strongly believe that 
learning through play is the most effective way to engage students. The Grade 2 team 
organised 9 days full of learning possibilities, teamwork, appreciation for each other 
and opportunities for applying skills in action. We planned:


• 3 June - Ice cream day

• 6 June - Class swap day 

• 7 June - PJ Day 

• 8 June-  Freeze and Read

• 9 June - Art day 

• 13 June -  Tournament Day 

• 14 June - Treasure hunt 

• 15 June - Game day 

• 16 June - Picnic and Award day


Here are some snapshots
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 Jenna Brown

Grade 4 Homeroom Teacher


Hi, my name is Jenna Brown. I am 
delighted to be joining the WIS 
community in August.


I was born and raised in South Africa 
and Zambia . I completed my 
education in Cape Town, and began 
my journey in education in the 
beautiful country of South Korea. 
After three years I moved back home 
to South Africa. I taught at schools in 
Johannesburg and East London. 
Whilst in East London I got married 
and had my beautiful son Ben. 


In 2017 my husband was transferred 
to Cote d’Ivoire, and we all moved 
together has a family. We were then 
blessed with the birth of my 
daughter, Harper. I was lucky 
enough to then secure a teaching 
pos i t ion at the Internat iona l 
Community School of Abidjan. I was 
blown away by the rich diversity 
within the community. We had flags 
from 60 different countries flying 
high at the school. 


In 2020, my husband was again 
asked to move for work, and we were 
asked to come to Namibia. This was 
an easy choice for us. We love the 
country, and we are now much closer 
to family and friends. 


I have always had a passion for 
inclusive education, and I strongly 
believe in education for all, no matter 
our differences. Having the privilege 
of working in many dif ferent 
countries definitely opened my eyes 
to the world of possibilities for all 
children to learn and thrive in a safe, 
happy environment.  


I am so looking forward to starting 
the next academic year at WIS and 
meet ing everyone wi th in the 
community. See you in August.
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We are thankful for a wonderful year spent in the classroom. Thank you parents and students of the class of 
2022 for your commitment and support throughout the year. We made it! Happy Holiday!


Grade 2 Team 
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SECONDARY PRINCIPAL 

Looking back and looking ahead


“Alexander Graham Bell made the famous announcement, "When one door closes, 
another opens." This quote may seem overly optimistic, but there are many 
scientists and entrepreneurs who originally failed in their endeavours only to learn 
from their mistakes and move forward.” (https://bit.ly/3NVMIRY) 


As we end this academic year, having had conferences to reflect and reports to 
inform about progress, we close the door on 2021-2022. It is a time of celebration - 
of the successes we achieved - as well as reflection and looking forward to the next 
path on the journey for all of us. 


To all students who are leaving WIS, I want to say goodbye and hopefully not 
farewell. We hope that WIS will keep a special place in your hearts and that you 
think of your time here at WIS with fondness and pride of your achievements over 
the years that you have been here. May the next part of your journey be positive 
and successful and continue to be something you are proud of. 


Mr. P, Mr. B, Ms. Lize van Rensburg, Ms. Laetitia and 
Mr. Danai - you have all invested a lot of energy and 
time at WIS in the past years. We will miss you all and 
wish you well on your journey in the future. May the 
next “station” in your life’s and professional journey 
be positive and fulfilling. We hope that WIS has also 
contributed in a positive manner to your journey and 
that you will fondly remember WIS once you start on 

the path of your next post. You have made an impact here at WIS that will last for a long time and we will 
remember you in the different areas that you have contributed to WIS - as teachers, as colleagues and as 
friends. 


To all our students who will return in August, rest, take time to do things 
that you love doing and enjoy the holiday. During the holiday, make sure 
you spoil yourself and take care of your well being - read, explore and do 
things that make you happy and that you can do together with people 
who are close to you. We look forward to seeing you back in August. 


To our parents, thank you for your support this past year. As Dr. Bruwer 
mentions in her message at the end of this year, we are a partnership - 
each needing the support and encouragement of one another. We 
appreciate our parents’ input in school affairs to ensure that we can grow 
and always become better. And we look forward to continuing this 
growth in the coming academic year. 


We wish you a good holiday - hopefully with time for each other and time 
to relax together and experience some beautiful moments with your 
children and families. 


Stay well! 

Maggie Reiff
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Alumni Corner

Belinda Rönni - WIS Graduate 2020

After my graduation from the IB Diploma Programme in 2020, I had taken a 
gap year and then started my first year in my bachelor’s programme in 
Biomedicine at Lund University in Sweden in the fall of 2021. At the time of 
writing this, I have completed my first year of the three-year programme 
and become a board member of the Biomedical Student Council of Lund 
University. 

 

During the IB I thought I wanted to study medicine and become a doctor. I 
had an interest in biology and chemistry, specifically medicinal chemistry 
and cell biology. However, I had not known about the field of biomedicine 
at the time, and studying to become a doctor seemed great, but something 
still felt off. During my gap year spent in Finland, I realised I didn’t want to 
study medicine and become a doctor, the person who is the face of 
healthcare and works with patients directly. I wanted to be behind the 
scenes, an explorer of the cellular mechanisms upon which modern medicine and pharmaceuticals are built. I 
wanted to be a biomedical researcher. 

 

The first time my interest in medicinal chemistry was sparked was during the option D “Medicine and Drugs” in 
my IB chemistry HL class. More specifically, how the biological targets that are used in medicine and drug 
development were found. During my gap year, I did more of my own research on what biomedicine entails, and 
slowly I realised that is what I wanted to do, and it felt right, more so than what I had felt about studying 
medicine.

 

Doing the IB programme at WIS not only gave me the credentials needed to apply to the competitive 
programme, but it taught me how to study independently too. The environment of WIS also gave me a diverse 
cultural perspective, which is an invaluable experience for open-mindedness and increasing collaboration skills. 

 

As for the future, I plan on continuing my studies in the biomedical field to achieve a master’s, and potentially a 
PhD in a specific research area. I am glad I attended WIS and obtained my IB diploma. I wouldn't be here 
without it, and I cannot wait to see what the future holds!


Aprender Português 

Olá eu chamo-me Tapiwa, aprendo português há oito anos. E eu gosto muito de aprender 
português. Eu quero aprender sobre  a cultura e como falar a língua.


Aprendo português há alguns anos, mas sinto que ainda tenho muito para aprender. Preciso 
de ter mais acesso a mais materiais em português: ouvir música portuguesa e podcast em 
português. É importante praticar a oralidade porque os portugueses falam muito rápido. Para 
estudar eu uso flashcards, conjuguemos e Anki. Eu gostava de fazer parte de um grupo de 
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Car Security Stickers

 Please collect your 2022 - 2023 


windscreen sticker at the Office!
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WhatsApp em português para ver como as pessoas falam no dia a dia..


Aprender portugues é divertido, a cultura português é muito 
diferente e interessante. Há muitas festas e muitas 
celebrações.. As minhas festas favoritas são o Fogo do de 
Artifício na Madeira, a Festa da Flor e o Dia de Santo António. 
Eu gosto do Fogo de Artifício porque o céu fica cheio de cores. 
Na Festa da Flor há muitas flores nos vestidos e nos carros. O 
Dia de Santo António é o meu preferido porque podemos  
comer sardinhas assadas e passear nas ruas. 






A comida portuguesa parece muito apetitosa. 
Comida de tradição portuguesa parece muito 
apetitosa. Os meus professores sempre dizem 
como a comida é boa! Às vezes eu fico com fome! 
Eu sei que os pastéis de nata são deliciosos. Eu 
quero experimentar  a francesinha quando for a 
Portugal Eu sei que aprender uma língua é difícil, 
mas é muito divertido. No futuro, espero ser 
fluente na língua portuguesa.


Tapiwanashe Murwira, 8JM


GRADE 7 VISUAL ARTS - ‘TREES’

This poem which featured in an advertisement for a Bank years ago was the 
stimulus for this year’s Grade 7 Visual Arts unit. Some of you have seen the 
exhibition and have noticed the diversity and poignance of the questions about 
and interpretations of trees that the students came up with.


Well done Grade 7!


Here is what some students had to say about the unit as a whole:


At first this unit sounded boring, trees what can you do with this topic? But 
after doing more research I found it to be interesting (even though self 
portraits wouldn’t have been bad either). [Students had the opportunity to 
choose between two areas of study at the beginning of the unit.] The 
process was more detailed than previously, but it surely helped us improve 
on our skills. In the end I was able to paint a beautiful canvas.

Amalia Führing



For the Grade 7’s Visual Arts unit we did a lot of work. First we had to go 
around the school campus and take pictures of different trees, zooming in 
on their bark. Then we  had 6 outline drawings of cubes on a piece of paper 
and we had to draw a different bark texture on each block. This was fun.


We then did our Art Study. For this each student chose an artwork, wrote 
down the information of the artist and artwork and the reasons for 
choosing it.


Then we had to create a small Master Study. We attempted to recreate the 
artwork and make it look exactly like the work we chose. This was difficult, 
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but we learned a lot.


The third part of the Art Study was creating a  transcript using an idea from the original artwork we chose and 
merging it with our own idea. I'm not going to lie, this was even harder.


Our next assignment was about observing, drawing and painting leaves. We had to go around campus to collect 
4 leaves. When we collected all 4, we stuck them onto a page, took reference photographs of these and then we 
recreated them using watercolour, acrylic paint, colour pencils, and graphite 
pencil.


Then we had time to create our final artwork, for which we were able to 
choose our own topic/question about trees and also our medium (what we 
will use to create it). I chose pencil and watercolour on paper. We all had a 
meaning for our artwork. Most people used inspiration they got from their 
Art study. This was challenging but fun at the same time. Although we did 
have some struggles with time, we all were able to complete our work and 
have fun! 

Ben Cohen


This year's Visual Arts unit was enjoyable as the class got to decide if we 
wanted to do self-portraits or trees as the stimulus. The class went with trees 
which I agreed with.


I spent a lot of time on the composition and sketching of my final artwork, 
because I wanted to have everything perfect which took a lot of time. I also 
missed a week of school so in the end I had only two lessons to complete my 
final painting. This was really stressful, but in the end it turned out amazing 
and I am happy with it.

Benjamin Oldenburg


For my final tree artwork, I had the idea to contrast cartoon-style drawing 
and realistic painting. I wanted to show the difference between the two with 
a tree cut in half. The one side is dark and grey and drawn with pencil. The 
other side is colourful and bright with the sun shining.


The painting I chose for my Art Study was the medium of digital art in classic 
cartoon style, so the lines were really smooth and thick. I went on to copy 
that artwork, but with acrylic paint. As I painted it, it looked similar but it had 
a twist to it. Then I went on to copy that painting again, but now was asked to 
add my own ideas. Instead of the bright green grass and the shining sun, I 
showed it all burning down in a fire. This painting was completely different 
from the first one. After I was done with those two tasks, I started with my 
final artwork.

Bilal Beyhum


This unit was quite an interesting one, because we had different activities that could help us improve the final 
outcome of our artwork. I think that it was quite difficult though especially for me because I do work quite 
slowly, but most of the time I managed to hand everything in on time.


I think that I procrastinated a lot, because I was just not channelling the right energy to be able to finish 
everything without getting tired easily.


[...] My original idea for the final artwork was to take an A2 paper, divide it into 4 parts and then create the four 
seasons in trees, but then I quit at the last minute and then decided to do a fall tree instead and it turned out 

Page 8



The Oryx Issue 255 17 June 2022

great. Then we had to write a caption sheet for the exhibition that 
explained what we went through while making the final artwork which 
then hung next to our painting in the exhibition.

Christine Nwankwo


I had fun in this Visual Arts unit on trees. It was a good experience and I 
learned that if we communicate with our teachers it really helps to know 
what their advice is and sometimes you will use that advice to make your 
work better. I also learned that using colours together makes them look 
completely different. I learned a lot and it was fun.

Courtney Loubser


I think that our tree unit was well done, we were able to live up to the 
teacher’s expectations. I feel like we did a good job. I enjoyed this unit 
and I hope we can apply what we learned from this unit elsewhere.

Elysandro Hausiku


My honest opinion about our tree unit is, 
“I’d much rather paint trees than a self-

portrait”, yet I had no idea why I thought so. 
For some reason it piqued my interest and I was happy to try my best and it ended 
up okay.

Euzel Grobbelaar


I didn’t enjoy the unit much. I honestly would have 
rather stayed in drama and done another unit of that 
than coming here and painting a tree. But then I did 
enjoy creating the trees.

Jani Engelbrecht


In this year of art we decided to do a unit about 
trees! In this unit we could either end with a 
symbolic meaning around trees or about what 
trees can offer to us physically. 


I personally really enjoyed this unit because we 
were able to create a meaningful artwork 
and make it creative. It also enjoyed the 
activities we did during this unit.

Joan van Zyl 


I had a lot of fun in this unit. I painted and drew a 
lot better than I did before. I felt we as a class 
also have definitely increased our art skills.


We started by doing a few exercises that will help 
us produce our best artwork. We did assignments like texture cubes. This helped us 
to work on our texturing and blending skills. We also did a bunch of other types of 
different exercises to help us improve our artistic skills.


After we were done and prepared it was time to produce the best artwork we 
possibly can. I feel everyone did a great job in their final artwork and definitely got 
better in art. My overall experience was great and I can't wait for our next art adventure.

Luca Steenkamp
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I liked this unit because it was about trees and trees keep humans alive. I 
also liked this unit because we got to do whatever tree we wanted to do and I 
did a dead willow and it was fun.

Luke Estrela


I feel that the overall experience that I had in this unit was pretty good. I 
enjoyed my time. I did a lot of things I wouldn't usually do like I did painting 
and it was such a fun experience. I never really believed in my capability to 
paint but once I got started I was living it.


I am definitely proud of my effort 
even though there were much more 
talented painters in my class. I did 
well for my personal reference.


I also did a lot of drawing and I love drawing. It is one of my favourite 
pastimes. I feel that my classmates did a great job this year and some 
of the final art pieces are beautiful and I enjoy looking at my peers' 
creative perspectives.

Matthew van Zyl




When you think of trees there are so many different ways of thinking of 
them.


In Grade 7 Visual Arts we decided on a unit about trees. We had lots of 
activities to expand our knowledge and skills of making tree art. We did an 
art study, texture blocks, and leaf observations. We had a lot of time and 
freedom to creatively incorporate trees and the elements of a tree. We 
learned about texture, colours, and mediums. We also learned how to use 
brushes in a way to create lifelike shapes. It was a lot of fun to see other 
people’s perspective of trees and to see that tree art is not just a green and 
brown tree.

Muta Amunyela


My inspiration was the hauntingly beautiful 
deadvlei that you find in the Namib desert. 

Instead of doing the sunset background from 
my art transcription (copying, but often with a different purpose than to produce a 
replica) I thought it would be better to add some more eerie vibes to it with the 
more cold looking background, but still with a touch of pretty colours.


To add on to that I thought it would be good to give the viewers a feel of nostalgia 
for example when you are on a road trip to South Africa at night and you see the 

dead trees with that beautiful background 
and to also prove that the even more 
unusual things can be gorgeous too.

Shamiso Mombeshora


I really enjoyed this unit. It was a fun learning experience for different 
techniques. It was a lot more active than any of the previous units that 
we have had.

Shani Kriessbach
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This year our unit was about trees. In the unit we did different activities that 
built up to tree artwork.


[...] These activities prepared us for our final artwork because at that point we 
had all the skills we needed to create something awesome and talented.


This unit was also really instructive for me and our audience, because we 
learned all the messages and uses and dependencies of animals and humans 
on trees which made us all more aware about nature's amazing  resources.

Zafari Nelao Zeidler


WIS Health Hub

As we say goodbye to another school year, I have to echo our director’s words and express my gratitude at 
having completed a school year from start to finish without having the Covid pandemic force us to close early or 
return to hybrid lessons. We went through a difficult patch from the middle of May until recently with many 
students and staff testing positive, but we managed to keep going without having to close the school. Please 
continue protecting yourselves and staying safe. And good luck with keeping up and mastering all the additional 
and many times stressful new travel arrangements.

 

NEW WIS PEER COUNSELLORS

Today, as in the previous eleven years, I was extremely proud to introduce seventeen newly trained Grade 9 Peer 
Counsellors to the students at the Secondary School final assembly.




The new Peer Counsellors met with the up-coming Grade 6 students yesterday. Their first task for next year will 
be to help the new 6th graders with their transition into Middle School, and hopefully, as so often happens, form 
a lasting bond of support up until the PC eventually graduates in Grade 12.
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The training, endorsed by Lifeline Childline Namibia, takes place on a weekly basis throughout Grade 9, and 
requires commitment, dedication and a heart filled with empathy;  attributes the PCs all possess in abundance. 


Sharon Gorelick, Nurse & Counsellor
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