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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Calendar for 2021-2022 
The academic calendar for 2021-2022 is now on the school website.  Each year we try 
to structure it so as to ensure as much continuity of instruction as possible while 
making sure that there are well-timed breaks. We also schedule three staff work 
days and, of course, respect and observe all public holidays.   

The hardest month each year is May. Annually, there are three public holidays and 
sometimes – including this year – Ascension. There is never an ideal answer but we 
think that we have found the best (least bad!) compromise for May 2022. 

New Teachers 
A second new teacher, Laura Smith (Primary Art), has arrived and should be out of 
quarantine next week and Lize van Rensburg (Chemistry) should arrive in Namibia 
in the next couple of days.  I’m well aware of many schools where staff have been 
unable to enter the country so we are truly fortunate. For example, the newly-
appointed Director of a large international school in southern Africa is still trying to 
run it from his home in Florida and we know of many big international schools in 
Asia where more than half the staff are still in North America or Europe. Now, that is 
remote teaching! 

Car Park 
This week was the first big test of the new car park.  It mostly worked well.  The hold-
ups (in the first few days) were because many cars did not have 2020-2021 
windscreen stickers. Once everyone has these, the traffic should flow much more 
smoothly. 

We also respectfully ask that the stickers are clearly displayed in the windscreen.  If 
we can’t see the sticker, we have to stop the car and that holds up the flow of traffic.  
Thank you. 

WIZART 3 
In 2018 and 2019 we held wonderful exhibitions of WIS Primary students’ Visual Art 
at galleries in Windhoek. 

A third exhibition has been long in the planning but, regretfully, we have concluded 
that inviting dozens of people to a single venue is not consistent with the pressing 
need to fight the pandemic. The exhibiting planned for the near future will therefore 
be postponed but, we hope, not cancelled. 

Stay safe.

Peter MacKenzie 
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Director Search 
The process of recruiting a new Director for August 2021 is gaining momentum. 

The Board of Directors have engaged the services of Search Associates, a widely-respected recruitment agency 
with many years’ experience of placing international school staff at every level. 

The Board is working with Caroline Jacoby of Search Associates.  She has a long association with international 
schools in Africa, having worked in Zambia, Mali and, most recently, as Director of the International School of 
Uganda.  She was also for several years on the board of the Association of International Schools in Africa (AISA) 
including three years as board chair. 

This week Caroline has been talking to panels of parents, admin staff, and teachers to better understand the 
school’s needs.  On Monday she will talk to a panel of students. 

The position will then be advertised locally and internationally. 

Please note that although Caroline will advise the WIS Board of Directors, the final interviews will be conducted 
only by the Board and it will be the Board that makes the final appointment. 

We will provide more updates as we progress. 

Keri Dziuban on behalf of the Board Search Committee 

PRIMARY PRINCIPAL  
The first week of the hybrid schedule and the return to face to face learning has gone smoothly. It has been 
wonderful to have the children back on campus. There has been such positive energy this week. I have been 
impressed by how well the students know and have followed the safety expectations from day 1.  

When asked what’s the best thing about being back at school, almost all of the responses have been, ‘Seeing my 
friends.’ A few other additional answers are, ‘Being face to face with the teacher and having the teacher 
available,’ and ‘P.E.!’ 

A few reminders: 
• Arrival times are 7:00-7:20  and 11:05-11:25. 
• Pick up times are 10:25-10:35 and 14:30-14:40. 
• Use the zebra crossings as opposed to cutting across the car park. 
• Please don’t drop your child off in the middle of the car park as it holds up the flow of traffic and also 

presents a safety hazard for your child. 

Thank you to those who attended this week’s Parent Information Session. The feedback shared is helpful and 
the positive comments are appreciated. For those who were not able to attend the session you can listen to the 
recording -  Primary Information Session - September 23. 

The remote assemblies will continue for a while longer.  Here’s the link to this week’s Remote Assembly - 25 
September 2020 

Thank you to all parents and guardians for your support and helping to make for a smooth transition from 
remote learning to face to face learning. 

Regards, 
Beth Smith 
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SECONDARY PRINCIPAL  
The dilemma between freedom of choice and rules in society 
There is a big debate currently all across the globe about the wearing of masks and whether to disregard this 
‘rule’ or follow it. Like so many things in society, some rules of society are not necessarily something we want to 
follow.  

Here in school we have some rules - crossing the car park via the zebra crossings (which many of us need to 
remember doing again), wearing hats in Primary School, not using phones during class time. Although these are 
rules that are not always comfortable, they have a purpose. Mostly to protect individuals - students, adults, the 
community at large.  

The same goes for the current rules on staying safe in our society. We don’t like wearing masks, but to protect 
not only ourselves, but especially others from us passing on the virus, we follow these rules: In the interest of 
the big picture, the larger good, we follow these rules.  

Then I am wondering - with so many protests going on around the world against the ‘rules’: in whose interest 
do people protest? Is it just in their own individual interest? Or do they think of others - of the many people who 
have to work on the frontline - if we can get the virus under control, they would not be so exposed and would 
not have to risk their lives - for others.  

A short contemplation from my side today, but something I feel quite 
strongly about. If we want to educate young people to be considerate and 
care about their environment - physical and human - should they not also 
be educated to follow rules that are put in place to protect not only 
themselves but society at large.  

Does that necessarily take away our personal freedom of choice? Yes, it 
might, but thinking at it in a larger context: if our personal freedom is 
protected by all following rules in society, does that not benefit each and 
everyone of us and give us greater ‘freedom’. If we follow the rules and get 
over this pandemic - will that not give us more freedom again?

Regards, 
Maggie Reiff 

Digital Literacy Programme Secondary 
The Secondary staff had the opportunity to develop and plan our new Digital Literacy Programme on 
Wednesday, 16 September 2020, this will form part of our current Homeroom Programme and it will be 
implemented as we speak. The staff came together and worked collaboratively on selecting the necessary and 
appropriate skills needed for Grade 6 - 10. Each Homeroom teacher has created a class on Google Education, all 
students will be added to these classes, it is very similar to Google Classroom and operates in the same way. The 
teachers can now assign a module that focuses on a specific skill necessary for their grade level to work 
independently and at their own pace. The aim is that each grade level covers at least eight different skills during 
the course of the year. The teachers will be able to monitor and check student progress regularly and more 
tasks can be assigned if needed. The digital skills were carefully selected so that progression can build onto one 
another from the one-grade level to the next. This will enhance WIS and move it closer to becoming a Google 
certified school. 
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The teachers are all excited to start this programme as we embrace to understand that all subject teachers are 
Learning Support, Technology, and EAL teachers while teaching their specific subject.  

At WIS we want to equip our students to find, use, and create information online in a beneficial, safe, 
responsible, and useful way. Our Digital Literacy Programme will empower and educate your children by 
providing them with the tools they need to prosper in an ever-changing digital world. Teaching digital literacy is 
about understanding that today’s students need different skills and technical knowledge in order to evaluate 
their work, conduct unbiased research, think creatively, and interact safely with a global community. 

Please find our Digital Literacy Programme here. 

Angie Janse van Rensburg 
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Cross-curricular integration in Grade 8 
In order for our students to make connections and better understand the concepts we teach, we focus on 
integrating content from different subjects into one another. One example would be: using the vocabulary from 
Social Studies in the English story writing spelling tests. Having the students use specific and targeted 
vocabulary while writing creative stories, not only enhances their understanding but helps them make real-life 
connections. 

The students are currently focusing on ‘Population’ in Social Studies. The following stories from some of our 
Grade 8 students are examples of how this integration is done. 

Aequipondium - Gerhard Fischer-Buder 
This story is of a guild of wealthy people from all over the world who have come together to try to control the 
distribution of population throughout the world. This society consists of one rich immigrant from every country 
in the world and they all live together in Antarctica. As many know, nowadays in 2060, some unbalanced 
countries have overpopulation and too much urbanisation, and other countries have too much malnutrition and 
are underpopulated. The interesting thing is that although the poor countries are well, poor, they aren’t 
dependent on the rich countries because even they don’t have a government capable of keeping the country 
controlled. Now, although this guild kindly requests that people return to their countries, they do not segregate 
families when they repatriate them, they all return to their original countries together. Control of population is 
usually dependent on migration nowadays, but at some point, birth is also a factor, because if people keep 
having children, this planet will run out of resources faster than we will be able to explore space. Enforced 
contraception will soon have to be a way to fix the ever-worsening event that is occurring. The population is a 
crisis that happens everywhere, and we need to help each other to help ourselves.  

The last drop of water will be our tears - Deacan Bester 
It is 2077 and the world is falling apart. We have overpopulation everywhere and the American president is 
planning on moving to Mars which will destroy the dependency in America but not just that he’s only bringing 
ten thousand Americans with. The world’s distribution is uneven, The pollution is so thick we need masks to 
breathe decently. Scientists can’t study the migration of animals anymore, the sky is orange because of climate 
change. Since animals have disappeared the world is going through malnutrition hanging onto all the unhealthy 
fake meats that were introduced 5 years ago, it tastes like beef but isn’t beef because it has 25% plastic in it. 
They found selling fake burgers a great way to gain money but fooled us all with unhealthy food. We are in the 
world’s worst drought and all the farmlands are dry, forest fires are everywhere, grass has turned to sand. The 
Increase of urbanisation and poor sanitation is leading to many diseases. Segregation is happening between 
races and store looting are happening everywhere and everyone is forced to repatriation and there is no 
emigrant seen. Presidents all over the world had announced to contraception but it was already too late. We 
finished all the food supplies and the world is a disaster, I hardly believe this earth will make it to 2080 and if it 
does we will all be in really bad conditions. This is my warning to the people now, my name is Alexandra Collin 
and this is my message to take care of the earth, you still have time to change before it turns like ours. 

The family from Sudan - Zuleika Hiwilepo 
There was a girl named Helena. Helena and her family were Sudanese migrants who came to live in a village. 
She was suffering from a lot of sicknesses due to malnutrition. She was the 7th child of 10 children. Her parents 
have had a lot of kids because they didn't know about contraception and family planning. In the village that they 
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were living in, they had a lot of dependency on food distribution from the government. This is because of the 
segregation they suffered due to being foreigners. 
They found out that many people were moving to the cities where it would be easier to find jobs. So they took 
part in the wave of migration. They settled in a ghetto city which was suffering from overpopulation, a result of a 
high rate of urbanisation. Helena and her family were enjoying their time in the city, but the government found 
that there were lots of illegal immigrants. So the government decided to proceed in a repatriation project which 
meant that Helena and her family had to return to their home. 

Urbanisation: An Utopia? - Mathew Varghese 
According to www.open.edu, they say that urbanisation is the movement of residents in a country from the 
countryside to more urban areas. The majority of the lower-paid, working-class move to these places due to the 
pull factors of social and economic benefits. Yet are urban societies, the wonderful dreamland promised? Are 
the glitz and glamour of urban cities hiding a set of problems, unbeknownst to the country’s people? Finally and 
most importantly, will there be an overpopulation catastrophe? 

One might be asking if urbanised areas are as prosperous and successful as described? The simple answer is 
that they are. Urbanised settlements usually have more economic development compared to rural cities. This is 
due to the fact that there are more citizens contributing ideas to enhance the country’s presence amongst the 
world’s nations. This in turn leads to more immigration, less emigration, more sustainable government facilities, 
and an ideal environment for future generations to grow up in. This in turn can lead to the repatriation of 
former citizens looking to find success in their respective countries. Yet, along with urbanisation comes 
problems, immensely huge problems.  

Even though urbanised areas are a sign of a country’s prosperity, problems such as a higher dependency ratio 
amongst pensioners and rapidly declining birth rate are bound to occur.  

These may sound horrible, yet it barely compares to the disaster an “overpopulation bomb” can cause.  

An overpopulation bomb is when a country’s population exceeds its maximum growth rate. Furthermore, this 
leads to a country being too densely populated and having few basic necessities to support the general public. 
Hence, this leads to poverty-stricken communities suffering from the devastating effects of malnutrition and to 
an extent, segregation. Therefore to combat their setbacks, countries with a possible overpopulation bomb 
implement laws, strategies, and procedures to limit population growth. Most likely, the country’s government 
will take more drastic measures compared to ensure that everyone does not succumb to the overpopulation 
bomb.  

Usually, the procedures to control population growth are enforced through laws like more access to 
contraception, having a limit on how children a family may have, and if one was to have more than a certain 
number of offspring. Yet, there are exceptions to the rules depending on the background of the child's parents. 
Even though one may think that women are forced to have a certain number of children, the country’s laws may 
reap numerous benefits, if implemented appropriately.  

In conclusion, countries with urban areas are excellent places to reside. Yet, problems will occur. The best way to 
solve these is to look to the past for solutions to the future. If one looks to the past, all can have a better, 
sustainable future, without the fear of possible death.  
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Peace Day 
The International Day of Peace ("Peace Day") is observed around the world each year 
on 21 September. Established in 1981 by a unanimous United Nations resolution, 
Peace Day provides a globally shared date for all humanity to commit to Peace above 
all differences and to contribute to building a Culture of Peace. 

Some of the Grade 8 students wanted to put their P.E.E.L (point, evidence, explanation and link) essay writing 
format to practice using Peace Day as a way to do so. This is what some of our students wrote about this 
globally shared topic: 

Are peace and non-violence different? - Rachael Arowolo 
Yes, they are different. I think that peace and non-violence are very different, but first I need to discover what is 
peace, what is non-violence, and what do they mean to me to establish a difference. 

To me, peace simply means being happy. Not focusing on the negative, it means being calm, being content, and 
realising who you are and what you have. The dictionary defines peace as “a stress-free state of security and 
calmness that comes when there’s no fighting or war, everything coexisting in perfect harmony and freedom.” 
it is important to know that peace means different things to different people and there is no one correct answer. 
But to me, peace means being happy. 

I think that non-violence is a principle. It is wanting peace but not resorting to violence to get it. Dr.Martin 
Luther King Jr once said that “Nonviolence means avoiding not only external physical violence but also internal 
violence of spirit. You not only refuse to shoot a man, but you refuse to hate him.” which I think is very true. 
True non-violence is not only not being violent but it is refusing to be violent because at the end of the day what 
does violence achieve?. and I think that the world would be a much more peaceful place if everyone practiced 
non-violence. 
  
 In conclusion, Peace is more like a feeling or a state of mind and non-violence is more like a philosophy, or a 
principle. Furthermore, I think that peace and non-violence are important. And although they aren’t the same 
they do go hand in hand. 

My understanding of peace - Tiancheng He 
What is Peace? To lie on a sandy beach and enjoy a book? Or simply the symbol of a white dove? There could be 
a lot of answers for this philosophical question. But all in all, it is often something good, relaxing or symbolises 
something good and relaxing. So what exactly is peace and why is it good for us? 

One understanding for peace is the opposite of war. Peace, in this case, is definitely very helpful, as it can save 
lives and give people a peaceful life. It may not be seen as important during peaceful times, but during war, it’s 
the only thing everyone wants. Take the First World War as an example. Forty million casualties are caused by it. 
Out of this, there were 20 million deaths and 21 million wounded. This means 27.78% of the whole population at 
that time simply perished. If every family has two parents and two kids, one or two of the family members will 
die. What’s worse is, out of the 20 million, 10 million ps are civilians, people who literally did nothing and just 
want to survive. Life is, at most times, unfair. Now, you can see how important peace and having a normal life is. 

Another understanding of peace is freedom from disturbance, or tranquility of mind. This is also very important, 
as it enhances our life. As written above, peace is this sense practically means to stay chill with others, and leave 
others alone with their choices. When the peace in the first paragraph is achieved and people can live a proper 
life, peace in this paragraph ensures that we can work and live together on earth without too much complaining 
and friction between each other. It’s like oiling an old bicycle so it doesn't screech whenever you ride on it. In 
this way, everyone can live a peaceful life. 

As you can see now, peace in both meanings are very important to humans and help us a lot in everyday life. So 
from now on, try to live a peaceful life and be peaceful to others. 
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How do We spread Peace? - Gerhard Fischer-Buder 
Peace is a belief in which our world lives in harmony in the absence of hostility and violence. This essay is going 
to be talking about just how far away we are from world peace, if we are eventually going to achieve it, and how 
we can.  

“How long until we live in complete world peace?” This question is often misconceived, as though world peace is 
something that is definitely going to happen all by itself. But the thing is, it really isn’t. The only way we can get 
to the milestone of world peace is by acting as one. Unity is what will lead us all towards peace, not individual 
governing or anything similar to that. People generally like to take advantage of things that aren’t them, that’s 
just our psychology, it’s how we’re wired, but if we can overcome our wiring and create our own wiring, we’ll get 
there sooner than expected. We need to work together and only together if we want to live in peace.  

We will achieve world peace if we try to. “Of the many problems we face today, some are natural calamities and 
must be accepted and faced with equanimity. Others, however, are of our own making, created by 
misunderstanding, and can be corrected. One such type arises from the conflict of ideologies, political or 
religious, when people fight each other for petty ends, losing sight of the basic humanity that binds us all 
together as a single human family. We must remember that the different religions, ideologies, and political 
systems of the world are meant for human beings to achieve happiness. We must not lose sight of this 
fundamental goal and at no time should we place means above ends; the supremacy of humanity over matter 
and ideology must always be maintained.” This brilliantly written extract from a website that I found states that 
if we put aside our differences, we are all the same, and that most of our differences, aside from how we look, 
aren’t really worth fighting for. Petty differences are the only thing in the way of world peace.  

We can spread peace through so many things, and most of them are easy to do. “Every time you see someone 
without a smile, instead of thinking they need to cheer up, think about giving them your smile. They may not 
notice or seem to care, but you never know who needs that light. It might change their whole day.” This is one 
of so many easy ways to make people happy and spread peace. Through happiness, we can spread peace and it 
doesn’t take a celebrity’s smile for someone to smile back.  

In conclusion, I think that this essay stated that world peace is possible, it’ll just take a while to get there. I also 
talked about how far away we are, and might I say, failure is the first step to success, and we have come a long 
way since almost a century ago. Lastly, help is given where it is asked for, and often, even when it isn’t asked 
for.  

If the world celebrates Peace Day together, why can’t we have peace all the time? - Ananya Pandey 
We celebrate International Day of Peace every year on 21 September. Then, why can’t we live in peace all the 
time? In this essay I am going to talk about the significance of equality to live peacefully, why peace is better 
than violence and war and why inner peace is important to live peacefully.  

Equality is crucial to live peacefully. Inequality undermines peace and causes conflict. This is because 
inequalities between groups defined by religion, ethnicity, or regional identities are linked to a significantly 
higher risk of armed conflict. It is obvious that inequality has to be abolished to reside in peace.  

Peace is way better than war and violence. Both war and non-violence cause havoc and destruction and bring 
sorrow to mankind. This is because violence causes war of words and this can turn into a wildly agitated battle 
while dealing peacefully will bring harmony. It is clear that peace is recommended over violence.  

Inner peace is important to live peacefully. The poet John Milton once said “The mind is its own place and in 
itself can make a heaven of hell,  a hell of heaven.” It all depends on the thought process of a person that makes 
him mentally happy or sick. Think positively and don’t be anxious about something that you can’t change or is 
not in your control. It is clear that inner peace is important to lead a harmonious life.  

In conclusion, peace is all about having a positive attitude towards yourself as well as other people.  
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What is the IB CAS? 
CAS (Creativity Activity Service) is a core component of the IBDP that 
encourages students to develop their personal and interpersonal growth by 
learning through experience and by providing them opportunities for self-
determination and collaboration with others. CAS is an essential balance to the 
academic rigour of the IB Diploma Programme, as it motivates students to 
show initiative and perseverance and to develop collaboration, problem-solving 
and decision-making skills. 

From: https://www.ibo.org/digital-toolkit/logos-and-programme-models/  

How is CAS structured? 
CAS (Creativity Activity Service) is structured in three main components often linked to specific activities briefly 
described as follows: 
Creativity – which includes arts, and experiences that involve creative thinking. 
Activity – physical action necessary to achieve a healthy lifestyle, completing academic work. 
Service – voluntary exchanges that teach students the values of individual rights, dignity, and autonomy of all 
those involved. 

Creativity, Activity and Service is a core part of the IBDP, making it a holistic educational system. The IB 
recognises that students need to give back to their community through Service opportunities and that students 
need to balance their academics with creativity and activity. What is more important, however, is how the 
lessons learnt through these “out of classroom” experiences can be applied to their learning within the 
classroom. 

The completion of CAS is based on achieving the 7 Learning Outcomes: 
1. Identify own strengths and develop areas for growth. 
2. Demonstrate that challenges have been undertaken, developing new skills in the process. 
3. Demonstrate how to initiate and plan a CAS experience. 
4. Show commitment to and perseverance in CAS experience. 
5. Demonstrate the skills and recognise the benefits of working collaboratively. 
6. Demonstrate engagement with issues of global significance. 
7. Recognise and consider the ethics of choices and actions. 

The importance of CAS lies in learning through real-life experiences, as 
being part of volunteer programmes, finding new solutions for old 
problems, being involved and giving back to the community, emphasising 
life beyond academics. Do your children really learn everything they need 
to know in the academic subjects? Most certainly not. For many students, it 
is a way of exploring how they can use what they learn in class in real-life 
settings, and to take back to the class what they have learned through their 
experience outside of it. 

*Please be part of our students’ journey by supporting them in their 
experiences. Currently, we have fundraising drive by five students that will 
be working with the NGO Roundhouse table. They want to help the less 
fortunate who do not have adequate access to necessities and who have 
been significantly affected by this unseen pandemic. If you are interested 
in donating masks, food grains, clothing etc. in hope to support this cause, 
please hand it into the homeroom teachers. 

Teresa Araujo - CAS Coordinator 
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WIS back to school 
Back to yet another different way of reality 
On Monday WIS staff welcomed back students from Grade 3 - 
12 with Early Years to Grade 2 following the next day. It has 
been a long waiting time to see our students face to face 
again and teachers were beyond excited to start teaching in 
person. The one thing this whole pandemic has made us all 
realise is that we should not take the little things in life for 
granted as well as appreciating each other more.  

Middle School started with an assembly welcoming students 
back and introducing the new Grade 6’s who are continuing 
their school journey as secondary students now. Ms. Reiff and 
Ms. Sharon explained all the necessary precautions that 
should be taken while on campus and the new schedule and 
groupings were explained too.  

Students were quiet initially and seemed a little insecure, most likely because they did not know what to expect 
on their first day back. It was not long though before we heard a familiar buzz around the campus of students 
and teachers interacting in the different subjects and classes - with the proper measures and social distancing in 
place, of course. 

It has been a tough week for both students and teachers. Here’s one teacher’s analogy: “It feels like we all have 
a driver’s license for a bus and we’re still transporting people, it’s just that we are asked to drive (still on the 
ground ;) them in an airplane since March.” Uncertainties and insecurities aside, I think seeing each other and 
interacting with one another has made a huge difference in everyone’s state of mind, students, teachers, and 
parents alike.  

We are happy to be back even though it is not like it used to be, but we are looking forward to continuing to 
build relationships, see students flourish, and help them along their way in life. 

Angie Janse van Rensburg & Heike Mayer Rubbert  
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Grade 9 Orange River 
Traditionally, during the first term our Grade 9 students had 
embarked on an epic four day canoe trip to the Orange River. We 
are absolutely intending to provide this highly valuable learning 
experience and are working on suitable dates later on this year.  
Thomas Jackson-Read 

Afternoon Sport Programme  
We are delighted to announce that the PE department is now able to offer a daily sports session.  

Monday - Thursday 14:45 - 16:00 - Sports Codes Offered: Basketball, Football, Netball, Volleyball 

Please see the sign-up sheets below for each day:  
• Monday sign up 
• Tuesday sign up 
• Wednesday sign up  
• Thursday sign up
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For more information mail tjackson-read@wis.edu.na or Ultimate Safaris’s directly. 

Tel:+264 61 241 783/ Fax: +264 61 264 777 - Scheppmann Street, Pioneers Park Ext. 1, Windhoek, Namibia/  WIS website/ Email: Reception 

mailto:tjackson-read@wis.edu.na
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mailto:reception@wis.edu.na
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