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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Community,


This is the final Oryx of the 2021 calendar year. It has been a wonderful semester of 
in-person learning. 


Despite the new worries and travel complications associated with this new omicron 
variant, may you and your family and friends have a restful and rejuvenating holiday 
season. In this season of light and giving (and throughout my first semester here in 
Windhoek), I have been consistently impressed and humbled by this community’s 
spirit of volunteerism. 


I have copied below the message which has gone out on iSams concerning our 
learning plans for next week. It has come to our attention that some iSams messages 
go into recipients’ Spam folders, so we would be appreciative if you could check your 
Spam folder to see if this is the case for you. 


We have had some parents ask about vaccination and testing sites. Here is the most 
up-to-date information we have available: 


Covid Testing sites:

1.      Langerhans Pharmacy      	 	 Independence Ave  Ausspannplatz

2.      Pathcare                            	 	 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Eros

3.      DiagnoLab                         	 	 402 Independence Ave near Police Station

4.      Covid Test Nam                	 	 Nelson Mandela Ave     +264 81 788 3383

5.      Grove Mall Management Office      	 1st floor 

 

Vaccination sites:

1.        Windhoek Central Hospital    

2.        NG Church Eros

3.        Hosiana Parish Hall

4.        Windhoek Showgrounds
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Subject: Next Week’s Plan


This email is to share the plan for how we will finish next week and prepare for a successful start in January. 


All School - Conferences will be postponed

Due to the current circumstances, we will postpone our conferences until a time when it is possible to do them 
in person. Conferences for Early Years through Grade 12 will therefore take place at a later date (to be 
announced after we return in January).


All School Final Assembly on Thursday

On Thursday 9 December at 8:00am, we will release a final whole school assembly on YouTube and Facebook, 
which can be watched either synchronously or on your own time. 


Primary School - Early Years to Grade 3 will be remote learning

There will be no in-person school for Early Years to Grade 3 next week. We will instead hold online Homeroom 
Check-ins at 8:00am for 30 to 40 minutes on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. 

• This will take place on Zoom for Early Years through Grade 3. 

• Primary Homeroom Teachers will be sending you the Zoom link and an explanatory letter with a home-

learning access code so that students can access their learning engagements on the SeeSaw platform.

• The asynchronous workload will be minimal and self-paced. Students can optionally post the 

engagements they complete on SeeSaw for teacher feedback. Please do not worry if for any reason 
your family is unable to engage in learning next week. There will be an opportunity to catch up upon 
our return in January. 


Primary School - Grades 4 and 5 will be remote learning

There will be no in-person school for Grades 4 and 5 next week. We will instead hold online Homeroom Check-
ins starting at 8:00am on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. 

• Check-ins will take place on Google Meets for Grades 4 and 5. 

• Students in Grades 4 and 5 are already familiar with how to access their learning on Google Classroom. 

• Homeroom Check-ins will last between 30 minutes and one hour. The asynchronous workload will be 

minimal and self-paced. Students can optionally post the engagements they complete on Google 
Classroom for teacher feedback. Please do not worry if for any reason your family is unable to engage 
in learning next week. There will be an opportunity to catch up upon our return in January. 


Secondary School - Grades 6-12 will be in person on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday

In Grades 6-12, we will hold in-person and normally scheduled school days on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday. There will be no school for Grades 6-12 students on Thursday. Thursday will be a teacher work 
day to ensure that we are fully prepared to begin next semester well - whether we are required to begin with in-
person, hybrid, or remote learning. Mock exams for Grade 10 and 12 will happen as scheduled in January. 
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Please stay safe, and continue to keep the school informed in the event that there are any positive infections in 
your family. We want to have as much in-person learning as possible while we can do so; however, we must 
remain safe and sensible within our COVID protocols. We will continue monitoring the situation as it evolves.


Sincerely,

Ethan Van Drunen


PRIMARY PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents,


Perhaps you have seen my Tweets on the WIS website. I like to capture our school’s story on Twitter and I often 
Tweet with the hashtag #proudprincipal. Twitter works like a reflection tool. I can capture what I see happening 
and use a short headline to describe how it relates to educational thinking, learner progress and our school’s 
goals. It allows me to give snapshots of things that should be celebrated in our school. I also often share articles 
for professional learning. An educator’s Twitter feed can paint a picture of her educational thinking and values 
and it can be done ‘on the go’. This is then shared with like-minded educators in international schools across 
the globe who can comment, encourage and share all the inspiring things going on in their own school. This is 
what it means to be ‘a globally connected educator’.  


This morning I was a #proudprincipal when I walked around campus:


Plenty of  #proudprincipal moments are contained in the PYP Newsletter. Please click below. My letter for this 
week’s Oryx is contained within as well as contributions from our  teachers. 
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PYP Newsletter


Wishing you and your family a safe and healthy December break.


Warm regards, 

Marcelle van Leenen


Afternoon activity - Debating Club

Why should you join the debating club?

“Because people have different opinions and it’s important to know how to share and discuss all perspectives.”


What is debating?

A debate is a structured argument. Two sides speak alternately for and against a particular contention usually 
based on an issue. Unlike the arguments you might have with your family or friends however, each person is 
allocated a time they are allowed to speak for and any interjections are carefully controlled.

 

Why should I do debating?

Debating can help you with your social and communication skills. You learn to explain your own ideas and 
assess different viewpoints, whether in a debate round, a political discussion, a classroom, or a written essay.


Debating is an afternoon activity which takes place on Mondays in room 23.

If you are a student in Grade 4, 5 and 6, and you want to share your thoughts, opinions, and perspectives then 
come and join us!


The topic for our next session will be: “Is tea better cold or warm?”

Hazel , Jéan, Thomas, Carlos, Ms. Jacky and Ms. Beata
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How We Express Ourselves ...

“To express yourself needs a reason, but expressing yourself is the reason” - Ai Weiwei

WIS is a place where students can experience diversity and inclusiveness. Grade 2 students explore different 
cultures which can influence our choices and shape our identity. Students are having the opportunity to respect 
and be open-minded about others’ beliefs and values and view these in an informed manner. The values can 
influence our actions and behaviours and celebrations are part of WHO WE ARE!

 

Some of the Grade 2 students chose the community as their audience to share their experiences about their 
favourite celebration. They created a story and would like to share it with you. 


‘’Birthday’ story” - Tugalukeni - Grade 2D 

Once upon a time, there was a man who made a birthday. He decided that his birthday should come true. He 
wanted a big chocolate “cake cake”. He wanted his friends to come to his birthday party. He played with his 
friends in the pool. They ate cake and cupcakes. Each friend brought a present. The biggest present was a 
bicycle. He had a lot of fun on his birthday. The end. 


“Birthday fun” - Pierce -Grade 2B 

My eighth birthday is happening on the 22nd of September. My birthday theme will be about soccer. I will need 
balloons, soccer balls, soccer clothes, and many more things related to soccer. A good birthday can not be 
without a vanilla cake, birthday banner and party bags, and loud music. 


My mom planned my birthday. She asked me what I like to do with my friends and who I would like to invite. She 
prepared snacks, chips, drinks, sweets, and lollipops. When my friends came we played a soccer game, then we 
rested, ate and played again.


In the end, we had cake, sang Happy Birthday and opened presents. We played one more game before my 
friends went home. Each of my friends got a party bag and me too. My “Birthday Fun” is the best day of the 
year.


“Christmas”- Wilandre -Grade 2B 

During Christmas, my family and I open presents and we like to dress up. We put on music and prepare food 
and drinks. We decorate the Christmas tree with lights, sparkling strings, ornaments and a big star on the top. 
People come and sing at the door in English. We decorate the house and wait for all the family members to 
come, then we eat supper after that the kids open at least one present. When we wake up in the morning we 
open all the presents. Christmas is all about family. Merry Christmas!


“New Island” - Malek -Grade 2B 

Once upon a time, I was travelling and my plane crashed on the island. I decided to create a celebration for new 
people called “New Island day”. I was thinking that a celebration needs fireworks and hats. Each person who will 
come to my island will get a flower necklace, a hat, and a glow stick. My party snack will be mango and coconuts. 
Come join me for a day full of fun!


“Halloween” - Thuso - Grade 2B

One day in Windhoek, there was a party. It was scary! There were pumpkins, food and Zombies. The baby was 
scared of the people dressed as Zombies and ghosts. Families go around and do traditional “trick or treat” to fill 
up the buckets with candy. It’s a lot of fun!


In the next Oryx, you will read more about other celebrations from the other students who chose different ways 
in which they discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values. 

Grade 2 Team 


Page 5



The Oryx Issue 235 3 December 2021

Liquifruit League

Wihan (Grade 2D) and Jan (Grade 2B) were part of the u7 DTS Brazilians team who won the u7 Liquifruit League. 
Wihan also played for the u8 team who won the silver medal. 




IB Learner Profile

Congratulations to our ＴＨＩＮＫＥＲＳ for the 
month of November!


Gr. 6 - Suhaimi Jantjies, Gr. 7 - Shani Kriessbach, 
Gr. 8 - Tapiwa Murwira, Gr. 9 - Chick Atud, Gr. 10 
- Aqeela Nel, Gr. 11 - Janice Kennedy, Gr. 12 - 
Amelie Gross and Teacher - Ms. Lian. 


Page 6



The Oryx Issue 235 3 December 2021

WIS Photography Club

Photography Club is an afternoon activity where we take photos. These are not only photos. These are pieces of 
art. We learnt composition, focus, how to take good photos and much more. Photography is a way of saying 
what is interesting, so we hope you enjoy the next few photos by clicking here!


Skate at the Coast

Our two-week skate programme was well received by our tenacious young learners. For all those who enjoyed 
the experience and who are holidaying at the Coast, you may want to get down to Strand Plaza.


The inline hockey community has assembled a temporary rink for December and welcomes everyone to enjoy 
some ‘al fresco’ skating. Just turn up and skate!


WIS HEALTH HUB

OnTuesday evening this week parents were invited to a 
presentation on keeping up and being fully aware of what 
our children are watching and listening to on their devices.  
Experts explained the toll the internet and social media can 
take on the physical and mental well-being of our young 
people, if left unmanaged and unsupervised.


I’ve included a link to an article which is well worth reading 
as we strive to keep the balance between Privacy, 
Monitoring and Trust as our teenagers begin to explore 
their own interests on their journey to developing 
independence.
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https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/communicating-relationships/family-relationships/privacy-trust-teen-
years


“When you tune into your children, it gives them the message that they matter, that they are important, that 
they are loved, that they are worth your time… and therefore connection increases children's self-esteem. If 
they are worth your time then they have value! If they are worthy of your love, they are lovable!    Alisa Jaffe 
Holleron: Clinical Social Worker and Therapist (Evanston, IL, USA)


The following link expands on the topic of being present for your children, and how that will help build a 
relationship of mutual trust and respect. Keeping our children safe on the internet while they explore the good 
and the bad that is just a click away, is incredibly important.  But it is also incredibly difficult to do. The interest 
you show in your child’s world and the close connection you build with your child will help to make it easier.


https://alisajaffeholleron.com/inspiration-for-all-parents/connection-important-to-healthy-development-in-
children/


“The Best Gift and Investment you can give your Child is your Time”    Kevin Heath
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